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CHRISTIAN's SAB BAT E: 
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Service and Worſhip of GOD 

ON. THE 
L on Ds = aYk 


Te ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and Re- 

verence my Santtunry. Lev. 19. 30. 

Not forſuking the Aſſembling of our 
ſelves together, as the manner of 

ſome is; but exhorting one ano- 
ther: and ſo much the more as 
ye ſee the Day approaching. 

And let us conſider one another to 


provoke unto Love, and good 
Works, Heb. 10. 
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The P R E F A C E. 


W | HE ſuperficial manner of the 
I generality of Chriſtians in the 
Due Obſervation of the Lord's Day, 
ve preſume might (hew the Expediency 
| of the following Rules for our more 
| Devout Behaviour on this Sacred Time; 
and evince the neceſſity of a Companion 
© ſuicable to all ſincere and well diſpoſed 
Coriſtiant, in the diſcharge of the Re- 
lig ious Exerciſe of the Sabbath. , 
= May we further hope that any who Neg- 
i left it's Uniform and Sincere Practice, 55 
a4 careleſs Attendance to our Public Cor- 
%%; (May we wiſb, That many wiſe 
Mien after the Fleſh, many Mighty, and 
5 many Noble), would be perſuaded to 
3 7his our indiſpenſible Duty, and Homage 
ro the Infinite Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth. That the Senſual and Wirldly 
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ii The PREFACE. 


off whatever Denomination, or however | | 
diflinguiſhed, enſnar'd through the pur- 


| ſuit of their OWN Gratifications 5 Remiſs 5 
and Negligent of the Publick Devotions 


of the Houſe of God, would perceive 


the fatal Tendency thereof, and the 


Eternal Obligations to purſue the real 
Intereſt of their Souls; and worſhip in 
The Beauty of Holineſs, zhe Aln ig 
Creator and Diſpoſer of all Things.® 


Remembring always, what our Fleſjed 


Lord and Saviour has Commanded, 
That, Thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy Heart, with all thy | 
Soul, and with all thy Mind, and 

Him only halt thou ſerve, 
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be Bonk STIs SABBATH, Sc: 
770 e S Almighty God gave 
25. y I7 himſelf Six Days for Cre- 
Jed, 2 p I ating the World, fo he 
„ bath been pleaſed to 
by {| <a SN give us Six Days for our 
by wordly Affairs, to pro- 


nd vide for the Neceſlaries of the Body. 
And as He reſted on the Seventh Day 
from his Works of Creation, ſo He 
hath Ordain'd, That one Day in Seven 
Man ſhould ceaſe from his Bodily 
Labours, and ſeek after the Spiritual 
Affaits of his Soul. But here the great 
| Creator's reſting is not ſo to be-under- 
I ſtood, as if it unplied any Wearineſs 
in him: For Iſaiah ſaith 40. 28. 
The Creator of the Ends of the Earth 
Hiintetb not, neither i; weary, He reſt- 
ed or ceaſed from his Labours, becauſe 


2 The Chriſtian's Sabbath 
he had finiſhed bis intended Work, 
and ſaw that every Thing was ver 
good, and therefore bleſſed the e 
Day, and hal lowed it; that is, He de- 
dicated it in a ſpecial Manner 0 his 
own Service: Which Day of Reſt was 
changed by the Apoſtles fiom the 
Seventh to the Firſt Dayof the Week, | 
becauſe this is the Day, whereon the 
Church commemorates our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer's Reſurreci ion from the Grave, 
who on the Morning of this Day trj- 


umphed over Death and Hell, and | | 


Ranſon'd us from our Slavery and | 
Subjection to them. my 5 | f 
This is the Weckly Feſtival to us 
Chriſtians, becatiſe the Work of our 
Redemption was this Day finiſhed and 
compleated. Accordingly to this Time 
the Apoſtles transferred their Reli- 
gious Aſſemblies with the Miniſtration 
of the Divine Word and Sacraments, 
which was farther ſanctified, in tbat 
our Lord then appeared to them ang 


Bleed them after his Triumphant 


Feſurtellion ſtbm tlie Grave, and ſent 


8 


The Chriſian s Sabbath. 3 


down the Holy Ghoft upon them after 


his Aſcenſion to Heaven, in a moſt 


eminent and glorious Manner upon 


this Day. 
To the End, that we may celebrate 


this our Chriſtian Sabbath in an ac- 


ceptable Manner, let us follow the 
pious Example of the Primitive Chriſt- 
jans, who uſed to ſpend the foregoing 


Eve in Prayer, Examination, and other 
8 Religious Exerciſes, to fit them for the 
1 Dies of the enſuing Feſtival; whence 


our Church derives the Cuſtom of 
Re iding on this Eve the Collect proper 
for the approaching Sabbath. Let. us 
then retite ſrom our wordly Concerns, 
and take an Account of our Actions 
the Week paſt, bewailing our Sins of 
Omiſfion ant mmi ion, and implor- 
ing God's Mercy and Pardon for the 
fame. This will be far more fatisfac- 
tory and profitable to us in the 185 


f F Fatigues of Buſineſs; 


dne more uapardonable Divetſions of 


E Plays and Entertainments, which ten- 


. { der us careleſs, negligent, and indiſ- 
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God, early will I leek thee. 


LE work our my Salvation; and a 


YL open and devoted tothee. Bleſ. 


4 Mediation 7 the mM 


poſed for the publick Worſhip of God, 
On the Approach of the Sabbath, 


as we awake upon our Beds, Jet us call 


to Remembrance Holy i Rule, 


Haw in his words als to lift up our 


Iearts unto God. 


My Soul fleeth unto the Lord before the Mor- 
ning Watch, I bay before the Morniag watch: 

And as we're drawing towards this 
Holy Day, let us offer up unto God out 
Morning Gblations. , 


Unto thee liſt I up my Soul, O thou 30 
dwelleſt in the Heavens. O N thou art my 


* Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, who 
ke enlightneſt mine Eyes, and ſu- | 
« ffereſt me not to ſleep in Death. 
&« Bleſſed art thou O God, who ad- 
deſt unto my Days more ſpace to 


2 thou haſt appointed thy Sabbarh 
« for Man to employ himſelf in The £ 
L Service, fo grant therefore that 1 : 
« My reſt from all worldly Thoughts 3H 
« and Ca res, and wholly be em- 


5 * ſed 


3 
% 
4. - 


Thoughts long before 


5 thy holy P/almi in the Night, To commune 


of my Life. 


1 | Goodneſs; and declare the A that thou 


Meditations for the Morning. 
ſed be thy holy Name O Lord 
„ who hall „ all Things, 
« and for thy will's fake _— _ 
66 and were created. 


Pa 
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O 60 D thon knoweſt my 1 ſitting 
and mine up- rifing, thou een my 
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Thou art about my Path, and about * my 
and ſpieſt out all my Ways. 


Search me, O God, and know my "dds iy 
me, and know my 1 houghts. 

And ſee if there be any wicked Way it in mes 
and lead me in the Way everlaſting. | 
Turn thy Face ſrom my Sins; ; and bot out 

all my Miſdeeds. 


Make me a clean Heart, and renew 2 right 
Spirit within me. | 


O Locd God, as 4 haſt taught me by 


with my own Heart, and earch out my Spirits; 
and allo in the Night Sea ſon, that thy Song may 
de with me, and my Prayer unto thee the God 


That we would praiſe thy Name for thy 


doſt for the ae of Men. 
Tbat 
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2 Meditations for the Morning. 


That we would offer unto thee the Saepi. 


ce of Thmksziving, and tell out thy Works 4 


with glad nels. 


"0D; Eternal God, 1 efteem it my 
© higheſt Priviledg to lift up my Soul 


« Unto thee, to celebrate thy Divine 
« Praiſes, to make my grateful and de- 
4 yout Acknowledgwents for all thy 
« manifold Favours and Bleſlings, 


„ for Whoſo offereth Thanks and 


OG 


6 
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Praiſe,he honoureth thee. Grant me 
therefore the Influence of thy 
„ Holy Spirit, to begin this Day, 
„% and employ ſome Portion of this 
4 facred Time in Meditating on 


6 „ thy wonderful Love to us, in 
% recounting the noble Ads thou 


* haſt done for u3, in all thy migh- 
ty Works of Creation, Providence: 


OLORD my God, as for me, I will f ing of 
thy. Power, and will praiſe thy Mercy betimes 
n the Morning: For thou haſt been my Defence 
god Refuge in the Day of Trouble. | 

I will praiſe the Name of God with a Song, 


Q 


ad * it with Thanksgiving. 


Medivatioha fort the Avid 7 


.OLord, thy Word enduaig for eyer.. Thy 
ruth allo iemaineth from one Generation o 
another. 

O God, my King, 1 will Praiſe thy Name for. 
ever and ever. For thou' Lord in the Begining. 


haſt laid the Foundation of the Ezrth, and it 
abideth. 


It continves this Day according to thine Or- 
finance; for all Things ſerve thee ; and the 


Heavens are the Work of thy Hands. 
By thy Word were they mace; and all the 
Hoſts of them by the Breath of thy Mouth. 


Io them haft thou ſet a Tebernzcle for the Sun, 


which: cometh ſosth 2s a Bridegtoom out of his 


Che mber, and rejoiceth as a Giant io run his 
Courte. 

It goeth forth from the uvttermcſt Part of the, 
Heavens, and runveth about unto the End of it 
2gain 3 ard there is nothing hid rom the Heat 


thereot. 
..The Day is thine, and. the Night is thine : 
Thou haſt prepated the Lipþt and the Sun. 
One Day telleth another, and one Night ceiti- 
fieth another. 


Thou makeſt the Outeoings of the Morning 


ard n. to praiſe. thee. 


Thy Works are, worthy to be praiſed 441 had 
in Honour; and thy Rightcoutneſs endureth for 


ever, „ 0 
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0 Medit ations for the m_ 


oy LORD. ho Createdft the Light and Dat: 


_ who prepareſt the Sezs, and foundeſt the | 


y Land. 


who gathereſt the Waters of the Sea together, 
28 it were upon an heap; and Wen up the Decy 


as in a Treaſure Houſe. 


And de ſt ſtil! the Raging of the Seas, and the 1 


Noiſe of its Waves. 


Thy Way is in the Sea, Sd thy Paths i in the | 


great Waters: And thy Footſteps are not known, 


Thou haſt ſet all the Borders of the Earil, | 
thou hiſt made Summer and Winter. 5 
Tbou »ſiteſt the Earth, and dieſſeſt it, thou Bil 


mekeft jt very plenteous. 


Thou watereſt ber Furrows, a ſendeft d 8 
Rem into the little Vallies thereof; thou make WM 
it ſoft with the Drops ot Rain, and bleſſeſt the 


Igncreaſe of it. 


Thou crowreſt the Year with thy Goodneſs: 
And thy Clouds drop Fatnels. 


They ſhill drop even upon the Dwellings of 1 
the Wilderneſs; and the little Hills ſhall drop on 


every ſide. 


The Folds nin be ſull of Sheep : The Vallies 


Alſo ſhall ſtand fo thick with Corn, that they i 


ſhall laugh and ſing, 
Thou giveſt -Fodder unto the Cattle, and feed- 
eſt the young Ravens that call upon the: yea, 
The Eyes of all wait upon thee, O Loyd: 
Ind thou giveſt them their Meat in due Seaſon. 


Thou cc yereſt the Heavens with Clouds, and 


| Prepareſt Rain for the Earth; and makeſt the 
Grals 


nd 


he 


als 


Meditations for the Morning. ©9 


Graſs to grow upon the Mountains, and Herb 
for the Uſe of Men. 


Thou bringeſt forth Clouds from the Ends of 
the World, and ſendeſt forth Lightnings with the 


Rain, bringing Winds out of his Treaſures, 


Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did He in 


Heaven, and in Earth, in the Sea, and in all deep 


Places. 
Great is our Lord, and great is his Power, 
and his wiſdom inflnite. 5 
The works of the Lord are great; ſought out 


Wot all them that have pleaſure 'therein- 


O let us therefore give Thanks unto the Lord, 


: and call upon his Name; and tell the People 
F what Things he hath done. 


Loet our Songs be of him, and praiſe him; and 


'Þ let our talking be of all his wondrous works. 


O Come hither, and hehold the works of God 
how wonderful he is in his Doing toward the 
Children of Men? 

Remember the matvellous Works that he hath 


one / his wonders, and the Judgments of h's 
Mouth. 


Mar vellous Things did he in the Sight of out 
"orefather® in the Land of Egypt, even in the 
eld of Zoan. 

He divided the Sea, and let them go PERS . 
he made the waters to ftand on an heap. 

| In the Day time alſo he led them with a 
Cloud; and all the Night through with a Light 
of Fire, | 
He clave the ld Rocks in the wilderneſs; 
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for his Goodneſs, and for the wonderful works 
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hall be ſnewed; and Men fhull fing df thy Right- : 


the Lord, and Praiſe his Name ; and be telling IF 


10 Meditations for the Morni Nge 


and gave them Driuk thereof, as it had been out 
of the great Depths. 

He brought waters out of the ſtony Rock; i | 
that it guſhed out like the Rivers. | 
e commanded the Clouds above; and opened 


the Doors of Heaven. 


He rained down Manna alſo vpon them for 
to eat; and gave them Food trom Heaven. 

Fe rained Fleſh upon them as thick as Duff, 
and feathered Fowls like as the Sand of the Cen, 


He let it fall among their Fents; eyen round 
about their Habi tations. FER 

So they did cat, and were well filled, for he 
gave them t heir, own Deſire. 

O that Men, would therefore, praiſe the Lord 


that he doth for the Children of Men, 


III remcmher thy works, 0 Lo rd, and call b 
to mind the wonders of old time. L 


I will thick alſo of all thy woiks, afid my 
talking ſhall be of thy Doings. 3 
For thou aft the God that Goth wonders, and 
hath declared thy Power among the People. = 
The Memorial of thine abundart Kindneſs * 
e oulneſs, 


DI, ET os wi. the Deyout Penmen ſing ur to E 


of his Salvation from Day to Day. 


For the Lord our God is great, and cannot = 
worthily be praiſed. 


He hath core mighty ard wonderſul Works Y 


Meditations for the Morning. 11 
I have made the Earth, and Created Man upon 
it (faith the moſt High) I, even my Hands have 


4 out the Heavens, and all their Hoſt 
have I commanded, 


O LORD God / thine is the Greatneſs, and the 
Power, and the Glory, and the Victory, and the 
Majeſty: For all thit is in Heaven, and in the 
Fafth is thine, thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, 

and thou art exalted as Head above all. 

All thy works praiſe thee, O God, and thy 
Saints give thanks unto thee. 

Ea be unto God for his unſpeakable Be= 
nents 

I will extol thee, my God, O King ; and I 
wit bleſs thy Name for ever and ever. | 

For the Heavens have declared thy Righteouſ- 


2 neſs, the Earth is full of thy Bounty and Good 
gneſs, and all the People have ſeen thy Glory. 


Glory an1 Worſhip ar? before him: Power ani 
Honour are in his Sanctuary. 

Aſcribe unto the Lord the Honour due unto his 
Name, bring Preſents and come into bis Courts. 


} ']] remember the Time paſt, [ muſe upon all 
8 thy works. 

I exerciſe my ſelf in the works of thy Hands, 

| Fea, 
' yet meditate, on that myſterious and 
wonderfal Love, even the Redemption of 
* MunkinJ, in ſending thy well beloved San Ja- 
* ſas Chriſt our Lord, to offer himſeif a Sacri- 
* fice for the Sins of the whole Woerll, and ſh2w 
£* us the Paths: of Ev erlaſting Salvation. f 
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12 Meditations for the Morning. 
I will give Thanks unto thee, O Lord, with 


my whole Heart, ſecretly and among the Faithtyl, 


{ will offer unto thee, the Sacrifice of Praite and | 


f thanksgiving. 


The following Devout Adareſs may 1 
offered up in our Retirement, after 
our Private Devotions for this Mor- 
ning. 


«<O Almighty Lord God, Lerd of dia 
and Earth / 


Unto thee liſt I up my Soul, O thou that 


dwelleſt in the Heavens / 


My Sou! ( till ) waiteth on thee my God. 


I will offer unto thee the Sacrifice A Pra iſe 
and Thapksgiving. 


Pl pay my Vows unto the moſt High, 


O Praiſe thou the Lord my Soul, while 1 lie 
will I praiſe the Lord, yea, as long as I hare 
my Being, I will ſing Praiſes unto my God. 

I will de glad and rejoice in thee ; yea, my 
Songs will I make of thy Name, O thou moſt 
Higheſt. 

I will give Thanks unto thy Name which is 

reat, wondertul and holy, 

I wi!l ſpeak of all thy maryellous works. 

One Generation ſhall praiſe thy works unte W 
another, and declare thy Power. 5 

O Lord our Governor, how excellent 18 thy B 
Name in all the world, thou that haſt ſet thy Glo- 
ry above the Heavens. z 


For I will conſider the Heavens, eren the work b 


Meditations forthe Morning. 13 


of thy Fingers: The Moon and the Stars, which 
thou haſt ordained: what is Man that thou art 
- mindful of him? and tae Son of Man that thou 
vifiteſt him? 

Thou madeſt him lower than the Ae to 
crown him with Glory and Honour. 
Thou makeft him to have Dominion over the 

works of thy hands; and thou haſt put all 
Things in Subje&tion under his Feet. 

All Sheep and Oxen ; yea, and the Beaſis of the 
Field, the Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes of 
the Sea; and whatſoever walketh through the 
Paths of the Seas. 

O Lord our Governor: how excellent is thy 
Name in all the World. 


« Thou art the Almighty Sove- 


a raign, Maker of all Things! wha 
in {ix Days made Heaven and Earth, 


the Sea, and all that in them is, 


and all theſe for the Service of 
Man! Shall we not dedicate One 
Day in Seven to thy peculiar Ser- 
vice, O infinite Lord, and be con- 


tinually uttering thy Praiſe, for all 


thy wonderful Favours corferr'd 


upon us, and remember to keep 


Holy thy Sabbath. 


And now, O Lord our God, after 


all theſe th; y ow and un 
| ” ' Blel- 
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ſing s beſtowed upon us; how fhall 
we 4 able to eſtimate that wonder- 
ful love, which thou in thy only be. 
Joved Son haſt given unto us! No 
Man's Heart is able to conceive, 


much leſs any Man's Tongue able 


to exprels. 

„For in this was manifeſt thine 
infinite Love towards us, becauſe 
thou didſt ſend thy only begotten 


Son to be à Saviour of the World, 


that we might live through him, 
and that whoſoever believeth in 


him ſhould not periſh, but have 


Everlaſting Life. 

Shall we not offer our higheſt 
Praiſes to thee, O Father, who con- 
trived this plorious Redemption, To 


thy bleſſed Son who effected it, and 


to the Holy Ghoſt who gives us 


the Benefit thereof, O! the Heigth, 


the Length, the Depth, and Breadth 


of the Love of Chriſt! ha can 
ſufficiently admire, that ſo great 2 
Majeſty ſhould ſtoop ſo low, and 


* do much, for fuch undeſery- 


* inf 


* 
— 
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Devotions for the Morning. 15 18 
. ing Creatures, ard that to advance 
* usto ſo bleſſed a Condition. 


; « Chriſt our Paſſover is facrificed | 
5 « for us, and is this Day rifen from ö 
„ the Dead, has overcome Death, and | 


„ © open'd unto vs the Gate of Evers | | 
« Jaſting Lite. Moft chiefly then are 
« we bound to praiſe thee for the 
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8 : glorious Reſurrection of thy Son | 
. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; for he is 

18 the very Paſchal Lamb, which was I 
offered for us, and hath taken away | 
4 kk the Sin of the World; who by his 9 
5 3 Death hath deſtroy'd Death, ane 
" [ by. his Riling to Life again hath | 


| « reſtored us to Life Everlaſting. | 
* Therefore with Angels and Arch- || 
Angels, Cherubims and Seraphims, il 
and all the gloriots Company of ff 
Heaven, I will laud and magnify 
thy Holy Name, I will lift up my 
Soul unto the Lord my God with * || 
all Thankfulneſs, and will render NY 
" unto thee my God, all Glory, Ho- 8 
pour, Praiſe, and Thanksgiving ME 
Glory be to thee O God. on high, * 
| + an 
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16 Devotions for the Morning. 
c and on Earth Peace, good Will toz 


c wards Men. 

This is that Day which thou, O Lord, haſt 
made, I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

T will go into thy Houſe, even upon the Mul- 


titude of thy tender Mercies, and in thy Fear. 


will I worſhip toward thy Holy Temple. 


© TI was glad when they ſaid unto me, we will 
go into the Houſe ot the Lord. | 


« To thy Bleſſed Courts, will 1 


cc and offer up my Tribute of Praifts 
„ and Thanksgivings, To adore thy 


CE 
« Divine Goodneſs, to renew that 


% Baptiſmal Vow 1 made, and to en. 
ter into a folemn Covenant with my 


CC 


% God, and faithfully promiſe co re- 


cc ſign my felt entirely to thee, to 
4% vindicate thy Glory, and to live 


© up to thoſe Laws, which my bleſ. 


&, fed Lord hath ſealed with his own 
c Blood, 


I will pay my Vows unto the Lord in the ſight 
Of all his Peopie; in the Courts of the Lord's 
Houſe. Unto thee O God will I pay my Vous: 
unto thee will I give Thanks. 


. Having early begun to dedicate this | 
facred Time to the Sugream = 
| an 


* 


Os 


Devotions for the Morning 17 
and fixt it as a Rule to riſe betimes 
on this Holy Day, That we way be 


| duly prepared buth in Body and Mind, 


to preſent. on ſelves in the Houſe of 
God. David's Eyes prevented the 


Night Watches, that he might be oc- 
eupied in God's Word; and ſhall we 
ſuffer ours to be cloſed with Sleep, 


when the Sun enlightens the World, 
and calls us forth to the more glo- 
rious Light of the Goſpel? By which 


if we work while it is called to Day, 


our Bodies ſhall Riſe out of their dar 


Repoſitories, far brighter than the 


Rays of this great Luminary, and fo 


ſhine as never to ſer or be obſcur- 
by any, the leaſt Spot or Cloud. 


ec, | 


of our Beds ; It may put vs in Mind 


of the Reſurrection; and let us lift 
[up our Hearts to God. | | 
| © O LORD, grant, that as thou 
reſtoreſt our Bodies from Sleep, 
« and the Dar kneſs of the Night, to the 
Light of the Day; ſo our Souls, by 
thy Grace, may be rouzed fromthe 
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13 Devotions for the Mornings 
60 
> 


« nal Glory. 


Much Time ought not to be ſpent 
in adorning our periſhable Bodies: : 
which ſtand in need of Cloathing for 

no other Reaſon, but becauſe we fell | 
from our Original Perfection, and loſt | 


the more precious Robes of Innocence, 
Alas! what can we be proud of in 
theſe Actoutrements of the Body, 
which are only the Monuments of our 
Sin and Shame? If Solomon in all his 


Glory was leſs ſhining than one of the 


Lillics of the Field, how little Reaſon 


have we to value our ſelves for any 
Figure we are able to make, To be 


very exact in adorning the Body, and 
very negligent of the Ornaments of 
the Soul. Meekneſs and Humility are 
the more precious and becoming Em- 
belliſhmerits, if we would plealc God 


rather than Man. 


We ought to correct that falſe Va 


koe which is commonly put upon theſe 


Things; vet it well becom s us to 
| -- Lediffin- 


11 


Lethargy of Sin, and inveſted at 1 
« the general Reſurrection with Erer- | | 
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N Devotions for the Morning: 19 
Ldiſtinguiſh this from common Days, by 
Ba neater Apparel. Every Solemnity 
requires it, but eſpecially this, who 
ſhould we honour with the beſt of 
our Subſtance but him who is the 
Giver of it? We know what ſtrict 
| Rules God preſcribed in his Ancient 
Church concerning the Things relat- 
ing to his Worſhip. The wood of the 
Tabernacle and Temple was to be of 
the choiceſt Cedar. The Veſlels of 
the pureſt Gold. The Robes of the 
fineſt Linen. The Perſons of the Mi- 
niſtry were to be venerable without 
Maim or Deformity. The Beafts for 
Sacrifice without Spot or Blemiſh, and 
the very beſt of the Flock. What 
was the Subſtance of all theſe Sha- 
dous, but this, That God the Author 
| and giver of all good Things, will 
| be ſerved by Holy Men in the pureſt 
and holieſt Manner, and that we muſt 
be exact, both as to our Behaviour 
and Performances. ear 
| Having Attired onr ſelves in a ſuit- 
„able Manner, Let us read ſome Por- 
8 Tn tlon 
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20 Danton and Rules 


tion of Holy Scriptures, both before | 
and after our Cloſet Devotions With 
Reverence and Attention. Our De. 
vout Employment of the preſent Time 
is the trueſt Means to carry us 
through all the other Dutics of it 
with Seriouſneſs and Alacrity. If 
we are truly Devout and Religious in 
our Private Devotions, we ſhall be free 


from all Hypoerily and Oftentation, 


when we preſent our ſelves before 
God in that of the Publick. 

If weare Maſters of 1 Family, let 
us fee that all who are under our 
Care, have a Share in our Domeflick 


Worſhip : not only Wife and Child- 


ren, but nt They'il never ſerve 


us faithfully on the Week Days, if 


we ſuffer them to neglect the Duties 


of the Lord's Day. How irreligious! 


to be leſs concerned for God's Ser- 


vice than our own? If we will not 
keep a Servant that is faithful in our 


own Aﬀairs; much leſs ought we to 


entertain one that is diſobedient unto 
God, how {kilful ſoever he may. be 


in 


For the Morning. 21 
in other Things. Let us fee then, 
that our Servants and Children mi- 
ſpend not the Lord's Day in Sloth or 
vain Recreations. And remember that 
is we are accountable to God for thoſe 
it Souls he hath committed to our Charge. 
I We ſhould therefore take Care that 
n we add not to the Number of our 
< MW own, by a Connivance at their Sins: 
n, Nay, that we hinder not our Tempo» 
re ral as well as Eternal Welfare, For 
the Worſhip of God derives a Bleſhng 
et ¶ upon it; even as God is ſaid to bleſs 
ir MW the Houſe of Obed Eden, for his Ark's. 
> WM fake, which was kept there. 
d- Let us then in the pious Thoughts 
ve of a late eminent Writer, now offer 
up unto God our Morning Sacrifice 
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es of Prayer and Thanksgiving, ſuit- 
sable to this Holy Day. N 
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A PRAYE R for a FAMILY fx 
Por Sunday Morning. 


t 


O Moſt Holy and Bleſſed Lord, 
. The Heaven, and the Heaven of 


Heavens are thine; the Earth alſo 
with all that therein is. The Heavens 
declare thy Glory, O God, and the 


Firmament ſheweth thy Handy Work. 
The Vaciety, the Order, the” Sted- 
faftneſs of all thy Works in this great 


World, utter thy adorable Perfections. 
Bleſſed be thy Holy Na ue, for bleſ- 


ſing and ſanctifying a Day whereon 


thou thy ſeif Reſtedſt from all thy 
Works of Creation, that we might 


. ceaſe from all other Employments, to 
admire tny wonderful Works, extol 


thy Power, bleſs thy Goodneſs, and 


be aſtoniſhed at thy Wiſdom in mak- 


ing, preſerving, adorning, and govern- 
LL ning 


pany 22 
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fore, thy moſt Holy Name: we bleſs 
| thee in behalf of all thy Creatures as 
well as of our ſelves. But above 
and beyond all, we acknowledg thy 
” WW ineſtimable Benefits beſtowed upon 


Mankind, in Chrift Jeſus the Son of 
thy Love, whom thou waſt pleaſed, 


. in thy Infinite Mercy, te ſend among 


us in our own Likeneſs, to aſſure us 
» of thy good will towards us, and to 


tal Life, by patient continuan ce in 
well doing. 


HG | 

J. VVe remember with 2ll Thar kful- 
it neſs his Miraculous Birth, at which 
, the bleſſed Angels rejoiced z bis mcft 


holy Life; 


his Aſcention into the Hcavens. to 
[fit on the Right Hand of the Majeſty 
on High; bis Triumph over all the 
Fein. A eee and his Sovereign 
Dominion over all Angels, Authori- 

ties 


ning this excellent Frame of the 
world. VVe laud and magnify, tbere- 


give us Hope of no lefs than im mor- 


g his bitter Agony, and 
bloody Death; ; bis glorious Re ſurec- 
tion upon. this Day ircm the Grave; 
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24 A Prayer for « Family 
ties, and Powers, whom thou haſt made 


| Subject to him. O God how great i 


was thy Love to the finful Sons of 


Men! which made thee paſs by ſuch 1 


innumetable Offences, whereby they 
bad provoked thy ſevereſt Diſpleaſ. 
ures! How great was that Love, which 
has honoured us fo highly! and com- 
mitted the Care of our immortal Souls 
toe one ſo mighty to fave. O the 
greatneſs of thy Love! which hath Mt 
chofen us to be Sons and Heirs toge- I 
ther with Chriſt Jeſus, and fet him | 
to be our glorious High Prieſt to make | 
Interceſſion for vs, to diſpenſe all Di- 
vine Bleflings to us, and to ſend forth 
Angels themſelves to be Miniſtring F 
Spirirs for them. who mall be Heirs of vx 
Salvation. 1 
O that we could begin this thy 'F 
Day in devout Meditations of theſe : 
Thines in unſpeakable Joy and Satil- | 


fact on cf R in the aſſured Hop et 


and Ex, eQation of them. and in bleſ | 
fing and praiſing thee, who haſt given 
us ſuch good * and Everlaſting lt: 

Con- 


For Sunday Morning. 23 
je Conſolation. Lift up our Minds, we 
it pray thee, above all theſe periſhing 
Things here below, which are apt to 
h diſtract our Thoughts; and turn away 
our Eyes from that Heavenly Bliſs, 
. till we be in Love with it, and our 
h I Hearts be fully bent and reſolved to 
1- i ſeek it every Day in thoſe Ways where- 
sin our Lord Jeſus Chrift hath gone 
e before us, though it ſhould be with 
h | the Loſs of all that we poſleſs. It 
is but meet and fit that we ſhould 
m | wholly quit our own Will, and de- 
te vote our ſelves to follow thine; ef- 
- M8 pecially fince thou haſt ſhewn ſuch 
h | immenſe Love towards us. 


O Lord God, whom truly to kH 
is Everlaſting Life, we are aſhamed 
s think that ever we have diſobey'd 
ſe By thee, to whom we ſtand fo deeply 
{- g indebted, both as we are thy Crea- 
pe BY cures, and as we are redeem'd by the 
precious Blood of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
n It grieves us that we have tranſgreſſed 
any of thy righteous and good Laws, 
„ E == 


POR,” 


- ance of our intire Reſolution to agree 
 Jemnly dedicate the Powers of our 


Thoughts and Deſigns of our Minds, 


implore the Aſſiſtance of thy good b 


26 Prayer for a Family. ; 
by which it is our Happineſs, as well 
as dur Duty to be governed. We 
abhor the Thoughts of ever breaking 
them any more; beſeeching not only | 
thy gracious Pardon, but the Accept. 


44 „ & © 


with thy Will in all Things, for the 
Time to come. We here moſt ſo— 


Souls and Bodies to thy Service, 
deſiring unfeignedly, that all the 


all the Affections and Paſſions of our 
Hearts, and all the Actions of our Liſe 
and Converſation, may be pure, holy, 
and unreprovable in thy ſight, 

For which End, we moſt humbly 
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Spirit, which our Lord hath encou- 
raged us to hope, thou wilt give to Þ 
thoſe that ask, and ſeek it with their 
whole Heart: That our Minds may 
be more enlighrened to underſtand 
the Truth, that our Wills may be 
more ſtedſaſtly reſolved to eleave un- 1 
to it, that our Affections may be ex, 
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For Sunday Morning. 27 


eited to a ſtronger and more ardent 


Love to thee, and all the Powers of 


4 our Souls diſp fd to ſerve thee more 


chearfully — readily in all the Du- 


ties of Piety, Soberneſs, Righteouſ- 
| neſs and Mercy. 


O HELP us to manifeſt our real 
and unfeigned Delires, to make ſome 


N worthy Re-turas to thee, by our 


careful Inprovement of the Holy Op- 
4 portunity which thou this Day putteſt 
into our Hinds. Make it our De- 

light to praiſe thee, to call to mind 
thy loving Kindneſs, to offer to thee 
the Sacrifice of Taankſgiving, and to 
me ditate on thine infinite Praiſes, and 
thy moſt precious Promiſes. Help us, 
BO Lord, to have our Converſation 
1 without Covetouſneſs, and to be con- 
tent with ſuch Things as we have; 
2 poſſeſs our Bodies with Sanctifi- 
4 Leation and Honour; to love eur Neigh- 
bours as our ſelves; ; and as we would 
| nn otters bald 40 unto us. to do 


even 
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28 Prayer for a Famth 
even ſo unto them. To live peaceably 

as much as in us lieth with all Men, 
and to put on the Ornament of 1 
meek and quiet Spirit. 1 
O that thy Ways were known upon 
Earth, thy ſaving Health among al 
Nations. And that all Chriſtian King 
eſpecially, may be filled with thy 
Holy Spirit, and think it their Glory 
to be the Devout Worſhippers, and! 
faithful Subjects of the Lerd Jeſus MM. 
the Ting of Kings, and Lord of Lords 


090 LORD, grant, that thy Prieft; ; 
may be cloathed with Righteouſncls, 
Give unto the Miniſters of thy Wort 

a Door of Utterance, that they may 

effectually publiſh the great Myſteris 
of the Goſpel, and ſpeak Words ol 
Health and Salvation to our Souls. 
Da thou baniſh out of our Minds al 
_ worldly and wandring Thoughts 
Sanctify our Souls, Bodies and Minds 
our Thoughts, Deeds, and Words 
Give us Attention to hearken, an 
2 : 2... va : 


| enter into thy Gates with Thankſ- 


For Sunday Morning 29 
Underſtanding to conceive aright, and 


Memory to retain, and Grace to pra- 


iſe what we hear, that fo thy 
Word may be to us, a Savour of Life 
unto Life, and not of Death unto 
Death. | | 


O Lord hear us, and make thy 


Face to ſhine upon us, that we 


giving, and into thy Courts with 
Praiſe, that we may be thankful unte 


thee, and bleſs thy Holy Name. 


Grant this for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, in whoſe Name and Words 


we further pray unto thee, Our Fa: 
ther, & c. 8 


4A PRIVATE 


here below, are unworthy to be ad- 


yet ſuch is thy Goodneſs, thou con- 


and ealled thy Servants, though when 


that thou doſt at all conſider them? 


A pruiate Prayer 300 
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A PRIVATE PRATER 
| for Sunday Morning. | 


| Moſt holy, great, and Bote 

0 Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. 
To thee, 0 Gg, all the bleſſed Com- 
pany above, do with the higheſt Ad. 
miration and Love, give continual 
Praiſe, Thanks, and Honour, Worſhip 
and Obedience. Thy humble eren 


mitted to ſpeak to thy Divine Majeſty, 


deſcendeſt to admit, nay to draw us 
toa fellowſhip with thoſe HolySpirits, 
that we may be thereby made na ppn. 


we have done the beſt we can, we 
ſhould acknowledge our felves unpro - 
fitable. 

What is Man that cd art mindful 
of him? What are the Sons of Men 


Thou 


85 For Sunday Morning 30 
Thou haſt rais'd us to Dominion over 
the Works of thy Hands. Thou haſt 
o eadued us with Underſtand ings to 
know thee, and with wills to love 
thee. whoſe moſt excellent Wiſdom, 
. | Almighty Power, and exceeding Gocd | 
neſs, we difcover in all thy wonder- 
fr worn. YE i 
But what is finful Man, that thou 
1 Þ fhould'ft ſo much regard bim, as to 
» ſend after, to ſeek and ſave him, when 
s he was loft, and purchaſe him to thy 
. ſelf, with the precious Blood of thy 
; WM Son  Jelvs Chit, PEE TIT 
| I praiſe thee, O God, I magnify 
« thy moſt Holy Name. O fill me, 1 
„pray thee, with a lively and ſtrong. 
, Senſe of thy bounteous Gocdnels, 
which hath been fo many ways ex- 
+ bpreſſed towards me. Fill me with * 
. pious Diſpoſitions, to receive further 
Iledges of thy Favours, according to 
il thy precious Promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. 
n Stir up in me ſuch thankful Acknow- 
» I {<dpments to thee, ſuch hearty Reſo- 
ſations to obey thee, - ſuch earneſt 
Deſires 


iv od 


z2 x A private Prayeh 
Defires and Longings to partake more 
and more of thy Divine Nature ; ſuch 
Love, Delight, and Joy, in well do. 
ing, that my Soul may be lifted up 
above to that glorious Place where 
my Lord and Saviour is, that I may 
comfortably expect, and be truly pre- 
pared for a bleſſed Tranflation tbither, 
at the great Day of his appearing. 
And asthou haſt bleſſed and ſandi- 
fed a Dey of holy Reſt unto thy ſelf; 
Gndify me for it, that laying afige 
all Earthly Concerny, and ſequeſtring 
my Thoughts from all worldly Cares, 
I may keep this thy Day wholly. to 
thee, by dedicating and devoting my Ml | 
ſelf entirely to thy Worſpip, and imwme- il | 
aiate Service; and to the End, That 
= ( 
| 
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this my Religioug Service may be 
more dceeprable unto thee. Aſſiſt me 
wth thy Holy Spirit, that I may per- 
form tby Will with all Alatricy and 
Chearfulnefs, and may make thy Holy 
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Sabbath my great Delight. 


Quicken 


— 22 


| Quieken my Soul to hear thy ſa 


C cred Word with greater Fear and Re- 
verence, to fing thy Praiſes with 
greater Chearfult eſs and Gladneſs, to 


p'ay to thee with more earneit A- 
if-&ion and Steadineſs of Mind. O 
that my Converſation may be in 


Heaven, by the conſtant Love and 


Exerciſe of Purity, Righteouſneſs, 
Mercy and Godlineſs, that 1 may be 


ever ſtudying , to glorify thee my 


heavenly F ather. 


Touch my Heart and Taka with 


| 2 Coal from thy Altar; that from the 


Devout Incenſe of my Meditations, 
Hymns, Prayers, and I e ; 
thou may 'ſt ſmell a Savour of Reſt. 


| O Lord, Prince of Peace! Sanctify 


thy Reſt unto me, that I may find 


| Reſt to my Soul, from all Temprations 


Trouble es, and Fears; and may em-, 


ploy this Day all the Powers and 


Faculties of my Soul and Body in 
uy Service, conſidering thy wonder- 
ful Works, adoring thy infinite Ma- 

F | jeſt y 
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34 private Proyer 


into which Reſt that 1 may enter, 
which are above, renew me accoid- 


y Converſation, talighten my Us: 


4 
. 


jeſty, admiring thy Wiſdom, acknow- 
ledging thy Power, and magnifying thy 
Goodneſs, rejoycing in thy Mercies, 
and trembling at thy Judgments. 
hat 1 may viſit thy holy Temple, 
and praiſe thee with thy Saints, offer. 


ing vp the Calves of my Lips, in 
reading of thy Holy Scriptures, atten- 


tively hearing thy Word, reverently 


_ celebrating thy Mvſteries, charitably 


relieving thy Members, and zealouſſy 
practiſing all holy Duties publick 
1 


Let this Sabbath put me in Mind 
of thy Holy Reſt from thy great and 
ſtupendous Works, and aſſure me theie- 
fore of an Everlaſting Sabbath in 
Heaven, from all my Labours here, 


{tir up good Deſires in me, raiſe my 
Thoughts and Affections to the Things 


hw „ Y end fu fend wm woo wow wo nnd 


ing to the Image of my dear Redeem- 
er, and frame my Life to a heaven. 


4 cf- 


For Sunday Morning. 35 
derſtanding, ſanctiſy my Will, mo- 
| derate my Deſires, govern my Affe- 
| ions, deſtroy the Man of Sin in me, 
and deliver me from the Body of 
Death; work in me a Love of thy 
, MW Goodncls, and a Zeal for thy Glory, 
and a conſtant Reſolution (as much as 
in me lieth) to approve my ſelf to 
" W thee in all Things, and frame all 
my Actions to the Rule of thy Word. 


/ 
- 
Hear my Prayer, O Lord, and con- 
Wl fider my Defires, hearken unto me 
for thy Truth and Righteouſneſs fake. 
For thy loving Kindneſs is better than 
Life it ſelf, My Lips, O my God, 
ſhall praiſe thee. As long as I live 
will I magnify thee, and lift up my 
Hands in thy Name. My mouth ſhall 
| praiſ thee with joyful Lips. All 
Bleſſi g. Glory, Honour, Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving be aſcrib'd unto thee, 
now and fer evermore. | 


| Hoving 
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35 Ha Morning Service. 


3 offered up our Prayer, if 
to God, and employ'd this hoh 
Time in reading dom Portion of ſacrel 
Writ, and being prepared to preſent 


our ſelves before Him ia his Sapctu. 
ary. Let us call to mind thoſe De. 


vout Words of the Holy Pſ»Imift, and 
with the pious Zeal of the Royal Pro 
* lift up our Souls. 


: = 8 amiable are thy Duel 


lings thou Lord of Hoſts ! my Soul 
* hath a Deſite and Longing to en- 
ter into the Courts of the Lord, 
« my Heart and my Fleth rejoyce in 
„the living God. 
Even as the Hart deſireth the 
Water Brocks; ſo longeth my Soul 
aſter thee O God. My Soul is 
athirſt for God, yea, even for the 
living God, when ſhall 1 come to 
appear before the Preſence of 
God? 
« ] will waſh my Hands in Inno 
. and ſo will I go to thine 
l Altar 


Morning Service. 9 
Altar. That I may ſheu the Voice 


„„ 


etz ., of Thanksgiving, and tell of all 
. thy 8 Works. 

a I will go into thy Tabernacle, 
0! , and fall low on my Knees before 
ty- * thy Fodtſtool. 


luill declare thy Name unto my 
« Brethren, in the midſt of the Con- 
ba gregation "will I praiſe thee. 


| At our 8 of the Church 
el Door, conſider, we are entring the 

ol Preſence- Chamber of the great King 
n. of the World! whoſe Throne of Glos 
rd, ry is in Heaven above, but his Throne 
in WH of Grace is in his Temple here be- 
| low; let us then lift up our Hearts 


be in the Words of Holy Writ, 


vm * Surely the Lord is in this Place! 
he " * How dreadful is this Place! This 
to .. is none other but the Houſe of God. 
ot This is the Gate of Heaven. 

*«* Bleſled are they that dwell in 
2 Wh thy Houſe, they will be alway 
ne e thee. © 
r | When 
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When God appeared to Moſes in a 
lame of Fire, out of the midſt of a 
aſh, He faid to him, Exod, 3. ;. 
Draw not nigh hither. Put off thy 
Sboes from off thy Feet, for the Place 
o heren thou flandeſt is haly Ground. 
The Mibomet ant ſo highl y regard and 
reverence their Places of Worſhip, 
that in Token of ReſpeR, they take 
off their Sandals before they come 
into them. How much more ſhould 
we reverence the Sanctuary of the 
true God? With what Humility ſhould 
we preſent our ſelves before him? 
with what Devotion ſhould. we tread 
my Covers, and compaſs his Holy Al- 

Care. . 

Having entred into the Houſe of 
God, and come into our Seat, at our 
firſt kneeling down, Let ns addreſs 
our felves to the Almighty, for his 
Grace and Acceptance in the Words 
of holy David, = OT 


Let the Words of my Mouth, 
e and the Meditation of my Heart, 


| Morning Service, 39 
be now and ever acceptable in thy 
** Sight. O Lord, my Strength and 
« my Redeemer! Lord open thou 
« mjne Eyes that J may fee the won 
* drons Things of thy Law, Make 


6 


« me to underſtand the Way ef thy 


„ Precepth 

After theſe Preparatory Ads of 
Adoration, don't let us preſently 
relax our Thoughts, and imagine we 
have done Homage enough to the 
Infinite Majeſty we come to Worſhip, 
We read, that the Elders of Iſrael 
trembled at Sammel! when he came 
amongſt them; and ſhall net we much 
more tremble at the Preſerice of Him 
that is higher than the Higheſt ? The 
holy Angels cover their Faces, as not 
able to behold the Brightneſs of the 
Divine Glory, If ſuch awful Regard 
be paid by Angels who are them- 
ſclves holy and honourable in a very 
eminent Degree, what abaſement can 
be low enough for vs, who appear 
with ſo many ſinful Defilements ? If 

EY then 


* 


0 Morning Service. 8 
tien we have any intermediate Space 
between our private Ejaculations, and 
the Beginning of the Publick Service, 
let us not ſpend it in talking or look- 
ing about vs, but in employing our 
Devotions by reading or meditating ; 
that, whenever the Miniſter begins, 
we. may be duly compoſed to join 
with him, and to gu through the 
whole Office; with leſs wandring and 
diſorder of Mind. And ſo govern 
dur Eyes, as that they may not divert 
our Ear from the Miniſter, nor our 
Hearts from God the Object of our 
VVorſhip. „ 
VVe ſhould remember, that our 

Buſineſs here is to converſe with 
him; let us then carry that Diſpo. 
ſition of Soul. Let our Hearts be ſo 
duly prepared, that we may leave 
the Thoughts of the World behind us, 
when we come into the ſacred Courts 
of the meſt High, that we may have 
our Converſation only in Heaven. 
In this {incere Dilpolition, Jet us ſet 
a Guard upon all cur Senſes, that no 
ttea⸗ 


perfect, holy, juſt. and good 
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ack Thovght-ſtealin-to bla 7 5 


us. Let us raiſe up-our Squls to G 
look up to him. Since he requires 


the lntention of our. Hearts and 


Thoughts in his Worſhip, * that 


the outward: Adotations of the Body 


will avail nothing: 

Bleſſed are they who ſfom 4 pet 
fect Love of that Being, ane 
the 
Supream, the Original: Good, the Au- 
taor and Maker of all Thin 88, offet 
up their devout; their nucgibi Tris 
bow of Prayer and Praiſes, who froiii 

lincere Attention to his facred 
Dru whoſe ſharper Sight enters 
deep, and pierces into the ſecret ang 
ſublime Myſteries of Heavenly. Truth; 
purged , prepared by ſpiritual Me- 
Citations: ànd daily Exercifes- of holy 
Duties. 


Bleſled indeed are they wh. difens ö 


Pate themfelves from all worldly In- 


cumbtances, and gain Leifure and 


Opportunitics for attending continual; 


ty upon Cod alone. | | Ne 
S 9 


- 


ohly the Matter of our Actions, but 
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O that we may then faithfully and 
worthily perform this our indiſpen- 
fible Duty and Homage, that our 
Hearts be freely and ſincerely diſpe- 
ſed to 2 due Attendance in the Houſe 


of God, that we be there devoutly 


affected with his Divine Preſence; 
and that the Deportment and Frame 


of our Hearts be ſuitable to that Ma- 


jeſty we adore, 92811 
That we remember, yea, that we for- 

get not, with the Devout Pialmiſt, 760 

ſetGod always before us, more eſpecially 

at this facred Time. For whether, 
ſays that facted Penman, ſoall we go | 

from his Spirit : Or whether ſhall we 


£9 from his Preſence. Since the great 


Searcher of Flearts, to whom all 
Things are naked and open, ſees not 


the Manner how we perform them, 
and with what Intention every Thing 


is done. Let us not think ther. to 
"paſs ſome bodily Adorations upon 
Him, inſtead of the Spiritual Sacri- 
- fige of the Heart: For he fearcheth 


f ihe 


Morning Service, . 


only according to his Works and 
Words, but even according to his 
Thoughts. Let us therefore take ſpe- 
cial Care to keep our Minds intent 


upon every Part of the Service, as 


humble inthe Confeſſion of our Sins, 
and as exalted in celebrating the Di- 


vine Praiſes as we potibly can. And 
when we offer up our Prayers to the 


Holy Pfalmiſt, who has taught us his 


Law, with contrite and devout Hearts 


Fall down, and worſhip, and kneel 


before the Lord our Maker. And 
when we render our Praiſes, let vs alſo 


in the moſt chearful Poſture of ere&- 
ed Bodies and Minds, with united 


Hearts and Voices, glorify him. 
Upon our Entrance on our Publick 

Devotions, the Sentences of Scripture 

and the Exbortations, ſerve excellent- 


ly to excite us to a devout Perform- 


qace 


43 
the Heart, and trieth the Reins, and we 
are aſſured will according to the per- 
fect Standard of his Eternal Truth 
and Juftice render to every Man, not 


— — eo 


— — 
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unce of thoſe Holy Duties dr ite 
| going to oſter up, among which, the 
Cone ſion of Sins properly conies firſt 
becaufe our Sins have made 2 Breach 
and Diſtance between God and our 
*Bouls ; they hinder-our Prayers from 
Aſeentling to him, they reſtrain 'his 
Bteſſings. from coming down upon us. 
This Impediment therefore muſt firſt 
the removed, before we can perform 
ther Services with good Effect. And 
to be upon our Knees in Confeſſion, 
is the moſt natural and agreeable. 
\Poſture, becauſe the Abaſemerit of our 
Bodies erprelle the Humility of our 
Minds. 
Next after our Confeſ fon fol lots 
the Abſolutivn, to be pronounced Þy 
Mone bit the Miniſter: We fhould 
by no Means repeat it after him, bit 
only receive it with Reverence. But 
towards the Concluſion of it, we may 
May to our elves with true: penſtert 
Hearts. Lord, lat this Pardon pio - 
"nounced 2 rby Prief be ifealed- 0 
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Soul. and convey to me the Remiſfon 


Fall u paſt Sins. 


The Pſalms which are Parts of our 


Daily Service, are of all Scripture the 
fulleſt of Devotion, and abound much 
in Praiſes and Thankfgivings, and 
| therefore to be read /farding as the 
moſt ſuitable Poſture, that the Ere- 
cition of our Bodies might more fully 


expreſs the Elevation of our Minds. 
What fincere Chriſtian can be a- 


ſhained publickly, and with an audible 
Voice, to make Confeſſion of tHe hs 4 
Catbolick Faith, it being a Duty we 
owe both to God and Man, that is, 


an Act of Divine Worſhip, and a De- 


claration, that we hold the fame Fuit, 


with all good Chriſtians, and there- 


tore te is required of us, that we 


not only believe with tire Heart umto 
Riahteouſ neſs, but likewife make Con: 
feſſion with the Mouth unto Salvi- 
tion. 


How valuable are theſe our Privi- 


ledges! to join in Communion with 


the Pablick Worlkip ol *Gvd, in the 


full 
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full Enjoyment'of the Miniſtry of kis 
holy Word, and the pious Uſe of our 
moſt excellent Liturgy ; whole Pray. 
ers always begins with ſome Attribute 
of Almighty God, and end 1n the 
Name 4 Madiattin of Jeſus Chriſt; 
Shae bop le is admirably fitted both 


for r the Mercies of God, 


and rendring him unfeigned Thanks 


for the ſame; whoſe Words are ſo 


well {uited to exalt our Thoughts to 
the higheſt Pitch of Adoration, Zeal, 


and Love (inſomuch, that Men 6f 
the /greateſt Learning have been 


moved to Tears in the Uſe of them) 
and are but few in cach Prayer, 


that when we have ſaid one, we may 


proceed to the next with renewed 


Actention, and Warmth of Devotion. 

Where there is this mutual Love. 
Wits joint Prayers for each other, 
the holy and bleſſed Angels look 


down from Heaven, and are ready 


70 aer our charitable Dein to 


4 Dr. Hammond, 


FA 


God, and he as ready to receive 
them. We are feeble, infirm Crea- 
tures, made up of nothing but 


Wants and Weakneſſes; he isa Crea- 


tot all-ſufficient to heal our Infirmi- 
ties, and ſupply our Wants. We ought 
therefore to bear our Part in the 
Prayers and Praiſes with all that 


 Thankfulnefſs and Humility, that Re- 
verence and earneſt Zeal which be- 


come theſe holy Exerciſes. 
And having diſcharg'd our ſelves 


| of theſe our Devout and Publick Ser- 


vices of the Houle of God, and drawn 
to a Concluſion thereof. Let us lift 


up our Souls in the Words of our Col- 
po Wo og 


Accept now, O Lord, the Pray- 
cc 


« and grant that thy Words may take 


| «6 deep Root in Gur Hearts, that fo. 
they may bring forth the Fruits 


cc 


„of good Living to the Honour and 


A. Praiſe of thy Nan, through Je- 


« ſas Chriſt our Lord. 


Having 
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ets and Praiſes of thy Servants; 
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. 
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Having paid our Morning Tribute | 


of Publick Devotion and Homage to 
the Almighty Majeſty of Heaven in 


his. Holy Teinple, and being. return'd | 
from. thence, let us be as ſ crloufly | 


and religiouſly diſpos'd as at our going 


out, and our Diſcourſe diſpos'd rather 


to, what we have heard than, of fe- 
Cylar, Matters p 
Where God gives particular Dire- 


„ 1 5 ** ä | Þ : 7 4 
ctiops for the due Obſervance. of his 


own Day. He keſtrains Men from 
ſpeaking their own Words, as well 2s 
finding their own Pleaſurs, and doing 


their own Works. When we are Re- 


zurn'd home, we {ſhould do well. to 


reſort to our. Cloſets, and there render 


Thanks to God fer the Opportunity 
be bath afforded us of enjoying the 


Miniſtry,” and; wholſom Inſtructions | 
bf his Bleſſed VVord, beſeeching him, 


That it may be as Seed ſown in 


„ good Ground, which may bring 
* forth Fruit unto Everlaſting Life. 


And 


3 YO 
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And though we are not to turn 
this Day of Joy and Gladneſs into 4 
Fait, though we ſhould cat our Bread 
with a chearful and tharkful Heart, 

vet we ſhould do it rather ſparingly 
than plentifully, that we may attend on 
the remaiffing Duties of the Day with- 
out wearinefs. And therefore if our 
Circumſtances will afford us a well 
farniſhed Table, we ſhould conſider 
God's Mercy in Feeding us, while 
there are fo many LaSarus's that 
would be glad of the Crumbs that fall 
from it, and chufe to diſpenſe the 
Surplufage among our poor Neighbours, 
whoſe Souls will bleſs us for ſuch. 
Refreſhments 3 fo ſhall we add Alms- 
giving to our Prayers, and offer a moſt 


acceptable Sacrifice to God. 


: this Time our Diſcourſe ſhould 


be of God's Word, fitting down and 


tiling up, our Hearts Heavenly, and 
our Diſcourfe favoury, ſeaſon'd with 
Grace, Thus having refreſhed our 
Bodies, let us return to the Food of 
vur Souls, and read the Scriptures, ' 
Lo H and 
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50 Meditations for Noon. 
and other good Books, and make 
Proof of the Attention and Intelledu- 


. = 
——ͤ K rent nt, on 
= 


N nene , 


als of our Family, by queſtioning 
them about the Things they have 


heard that Day. This isrecommended 
the Practice of our Bleſſed | 
Lord himſelf, who when he had ſpoken 


to us by 


many Things to the Multitude in Pa- 
Tables, and was come into the Houſe, 
he ſaid to his Diſciples, Have ye un- 
derſtood all theſe Things? and again 


upon the like Occaſion, when he was 
alone, He expounded all Things to bis |! 


Diſciples. 


Let us therefore ſeriouſly Reflect 
with our ſelves, what Progreſs or Ad- 
dance we have made in our publick 


Worſhip and Service of God, towards 
the glorious Prize of our High-Calling 


in our Bleſſed Lord! That having # | 


niſned our Courſe, we may be found 
worthy to join the triumphant Chou 
in the Manſions of Bliſs, to render 
with theſe happy Spirits, our united 


Conſort of melodious and ſweet Fr ait 
; 8 


—ͤ—1ũ 


es, finging Eternal Hallelujahs unto 


the infinite Majeſty of God. Our Souls 
then reſtored to its origin Purity 
and Perfection, as Created, in the like- 
nels of his own moſt excellent Being! 

adorned with all Righteouſneſs and 


Holineſs, all Heavenly and Spiritual 


| Graces; and all the Powers of the 
11 Mind be filled. with the Sight, Pre- 

I ſence, and Fruition of God. And 
[14 thefe frail Bodies which in this im- 
perfect, this fallen and depraved State, 
ſo cumberſome, grievous to the Mind, 
TÞF inveſted with many Diſeaſes, defiled 


with many Corruptions, perplexed 


with ſo many Miſeries and Calami- 


ties, changed at the Reſurrection to 


| Life, like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, 
| made moſt perfect, to endure for ever, 
without Change or Mutation, to reign 


with our Souls everlaſtingly. 
O Eternal Manſions! in which the 


Souls of the Bleſſed are always 


repleniſhed, and abound with moſt 


exquiſite Joys / adorned with radiant 
| Crowns, Cloathed in white Robes, hau - 
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52 Aeditationt for Noon? 
ing Palms in their Hands. Crying with | 
8 loud Voice, Salvation be aſcribed ta | 
him that ſittet h upon the Scat of our 
God, in the beatifick Converſation 
ot Angels, Thrones, Dominions, Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, who worſhip 
and bow down before God, ſaying, 'þ 
Bleſſing, and Glory, Wiſdom, Thanks, || 
Power, and Might, be unto our God ||, 
for evermore. 3 — 
O joyful and Triumphant Day! 
having accompliſhed our Race with 
Fatience in the perfect Fear and 
Love of God, and atehieved in his 


Service, the End of our Pilgrimage, 
we ſhall come to paſs from Miſery 
I and Labour to Life and Immortality! 
| Bleſſed Change! when our Souls ſlip - 


Ping out of Priſon, and conduded Wi 
by holy Angels of exceeding Bliſs into 
Heaven, be received there with the 
Honourable Company and Society of 
that Place, with Cherubims, Seraph- I 
ims, Patriarchs, Prophets, Martyrs, 


Virgins, Innocents, Confeſſors, Holy WM + 


| Biſhops, and other Saints of thoſe f 
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Bleſſed Regions; all theſe, as they re- 


Joieed at our Converſion from Sin, 
fo ſhall they now triumph at ou 
Coronation and Bliſs. 


With what Ardency ſhould we then 


raiſe our Affections to the immenſe 
Joys of this glorious and triumphant 
Aſſembly? to the Things that arc 
above! With what Zeal employ our 


Thoughts on the Unſpeakable Happi- 
neſs of the Bleſſed in theſe Celeſtial 
Habitations, until we come to obtain 
the Poſſeſſion of its immenſe Bliſs! 
| Shall not the Thoughts of theſe Hea- 


the Remembrance of theſe Heavenly 
Joys make us ſtedfaſt unto the End? 


„ 
d With what Delight ſhall we think of 
„the exquilite Happineſs our Souls ſhall 


receive when preſented into the Pre- 


„Works done and ſuffered for the Love 
E dal Service of God 2 


How 


Devout Meditations > ſpend our 


venly Manſions raviſh our Souls? and 


E ſence of thoſe bliſsful States, at the 


s Recital and Declaration of. all our 


wv 
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How great our Motives - to preſs 
forward in the Paths of Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs ! to labour to haveiour 
Part in the Manſions of Bliſs! with 
that honourable Conſiſtory, whoſe 
blefſed Spirits ſha!l lay doun our ver- 
tuous Acts, our Alms Deeds, our Pray- 
ers, our Faſting, our Innocence of Life, 
our Temperance in Meats and Drinks; 
all the Vertues of our Life, finally 
recounted in theſe Eternal Manſions, 
and rewarded with an incorruptible 
Crown of Glory. With what exceed! | 
ing Gladneſs ſhall we now lock up to 
the great Donor of our Everlaſting 
Hiopineſs > With what Tranſport of 
Joy ſhall we look back, when, we re- 
ſolved to leave the Slavery of this 
miſerable World to ſerve only ſo boun- 
tiful, (> glorious a GOD). 
Moreover, how immenſely great 
our Happineſs on our Arrival at this 
Heavenly Port unto which we make! 


the Compaſs by which we have fteer'd 
all our Deſizns and Actions! How ſaſe Bt 


our Haven! when we look back £ |: 
we 1 ”" as 
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the Dangers we have paſſed, when 
one ſudden Miichance of ſo immepſe 
a Number might bereave us of the 
Breath of Life, the manifeld and im- 
minent Dangers we were exposd to, 
and in Peril to periſh in our Earthiy 
Pilgrimage, if God had not held his 
8 ſpecial Hand over us. The Hazards 
and Dangers, wherein the Senſual, the 
# Voluptuous, and Worldly ; yea, fo 
infinite a Multitude who become guilty 
of Eternal Damnation, by a finful im- 
penitent Life, all which ſhall augment 
that exceeding Felicity of this our 
W moſt fortunate Lot! How ſecure there- 
fore in theſe bleſſed Abodes, from this 
Vale of Sorrow and Danger, free from 
fuoture Miſeries, from the leaſt allay 
of Fear, from any further Need, Fear, 
Labour or Care, our uninterrupted 
and fole Employment to rejoice, to 
triu:npb, to ſing Hallelujahs to the Lamb 
that hath: brought us to this Felicity, 
even to perfect Conſummation and 
% 1 
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Let us then thirſt after this Foun. 
tain of Salvation; let us ſtrive to ob. 
tain a Place in theſe heavenly Seats; 
where we ſhall meet with the blefled 
Reception of beatifick Friends, whoſe 
mutual Embraces ſhall ſtill increaſe 
our Joy. Let us add, the Friumphant [* 
Exultations, that fhall be at the freſh; | 
Arrival of new Society, coming thi. | 
ther from Time to Time, with the 
Spoils of their Enemies vanquiſhed 
and conquered in this World. 
Bleſſed then for ever Bleſſed are all 
they that die in the Lord! that have 
run the fhort Race of this mortal 
Life, have fought the good Fight! 
have prepared for this Day of Di. 
folytion, that at the laſt Day, we may 
be found, pure, fpotleſs, and blaine: ÞM 
leſs, thdt we may taſte of that end- 
Teſs Mercy, and be received into theſe 
Heavenly Manfions, where we fhall 
3 en joy the Bleſſed Viſion and . 
ruition of God! ſee the Glory of 
the Lord unveil'd! Behold the moſt 
 Florious Majeſty, and bleffed Prefence 
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» | of the Lord God of Hoſts Face ts 
Face! Our Bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the Me- 
d I diator of the new Covenant! The Ce- 
leſtial Choir of holy ard Bleſſed An- 
gels, yea, thoſe Heavenly Myriads of 
2 glorious and bright Beings, encircling 
the Throne of God! The general Aſ- 
ſembly and Church of the Fitſt- born; 
whoſe Names are written in Heaven, 
ed And the Spirits of juſt Men made 
5 perfect; the Celeſtial Crown of Glory, 
11 I fot upon their Heads, according to the 
ve [infinite Variety of their Combats and 
al Conqueſts, one for Martyrdom and 
tf MConfeflion againſt the Perſecutors, a- 
if. not her for Virginity and Chaſtity againſt 
ſthe Fleſh, another for Humility. and 
{Poverty apainſt the World, another 
| j or many Conqueſts againſt the Devil; 
Fal rewarded with an exceeding | 
bright Crown of Glory, with immenſe 
| god unfpeakable Happineſs, to the 
N of Eternity. 
What now remains from this faint 
Praughi of this 1 State; this 
3 Earneft 
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Earneſt of that inexpreſſible Happi- 
nels we are ſecking after, that Eternal 


Sabbath of Reſt trem all dur Labours 
here, the Greatneſs of whole immenſe | 
Joys, No Tongue is able to expreſr; Þ 
neither Eye bath ſeen, nor Ear beard; | 
nor ever entred into the Heart of Man 


the Things which God hath prepared 


for them that love and fear bim. 
Shall we not now long, defire, and 


even pant, to gain a little Share of its 


Everlaſting Felicity? its immenfe and 
unſpeakable Weight of Glory, which 
attends the Faithful, the Bleſſed Ser- 
vant of the Lofd.: tt 5 „ 

What therefore wvuft finally become 
of impenitent Sinners? what the final 
State? when theſe alternate Succeſſi- 
ons of Days and Nights fhall ceaſe; 


at (the great and terrible Day of Ac- 
counts, Of: che. propbane, the fearful, 
and nbeleivers, aud Murtberers, and 


Whoremongers, and Swearers, Sorcerers, 


Drunkards, and Liars, & c. who ſpall" | 
have their Part in the Lake that burn- 
erh with Fire and Brimſione. The 


Smoke 
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| Smoke of whoſe. Torment ſoall aſcend 
evermore. Who ſinfully | paſs away 
many Days and Years without ſo much 
Jas a ſerious Enquiry into their Lives, 
| or how they may give an Account 
| unto God. . 

Leet us therefore be . ber 

ing that all theſe Thing s ſhall come 

! to paſs, to be „ unto him, 

with all our Hearts and Minds, See- 

ing theſe preſent Things. fhall be difſol- 
ved, what manner of Perſons. oupht we 
to be in all Holineſs and Converſation | 
of Life. 

Being well aſſured ole is no other 
Way to arrive at theſe Heavenly Man- 
font, there is no hope to be Crown'd 

| with this Wreath of Glory, but by a 
vertuous 2nd holy Life, keeping the 
| Commandments of God. For it is not 
every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
be that doth the Will of the Father, 
 Whatloever therefore hath been the 
Subject of our Meditations the Week 

paſt, either « our Creator or his 
mighty 


S Medi tations 3 Wo?” 


mighty Works of Creation, of our par- | 
ticular End, or of the Majeſty and 
Bounty, and Juſtice of our God and 
Saviour; as alſo of the Account that 
lie will one Day demand of us; 


and of the Puniſhinents and Rewards 1 


laid up for the Life to come; all this, 
hath deen to bring us to a true 3 
| Senſe and Apprehenſion of our Im- 
mortal Souls; and to engage us to a Þ 
vertuous and holy Life here, and fo | 
to guide us to inexpreſſible Joy here- 
—_— 
| Wherefore, Let us give Diligence 
to make our "Calling and Election ſure, 
and add to our Faith, Virtue; and 10 
Virtue, Knowledge; and to Knowledge, 
Temperance ; and to Temperance, Pati- 
ence, and to Patience, Godlineſs; and 
ro Godlineſs, Brotherly kindneſs , and to 
Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity : For if we 
An tbeſe Things we ſhall never fal. 


For ſo an Earring ſhall be miniſtred 
Unto us abundavtly, into the Everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Sa vicuf 
Jeſus * 9 
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O Lord! how plentiful is thy Good- 


ne ſe, which thou baſt laid up - them 
that fear thee and that thou baſt 
6: prepared for them that put their Truſt 
in chee, even before the Sons of Men. 


| Now, O Lord God I will lift up my 


unto hee. 


IN the Eventing and Morning, and at Noon 
Day, will I pray unto, thee, O God, and that 
inſtantly, and thou ſhalt hear my Voice. 

Bow down thine Ear, O Lord, and hear me: 

Teach me the Way of thy Statutes : that I 
may keep them unto the End, 

Give me Underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy 


Law: yea, I ſhall keep it with my whole Heart. 


Make me to go in the Path of thy Command- 
ments: for therein is my Deſire. 


3 Soul, and will A 1 my. Aalbeſſe 


Incline my Heart unto thy Teſtimonies; | 


and not unto Covetouſneſs. 
O turn away mine Eyes, leſt they behold Va- 
nity ; and quicken thou me in thy Way. 


O ſtabhiſn thy Word in thy Servant: chat yi 


may fear thee. 


Behold, my Delight is in thy Commandments : 
O quicken me in thy Righteouſneſs. 
Lord, what Love have I vnto thy Law: 0 


het T could ſay with holy David, al the Day 
| long is EY . 


How 
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How ſweet are: thy Words unto. my: Taſte, 


yea, ſweeter than Honey unto my Mouth. 


The Statutes of the Lord God are right, and 
rejoice: the Heart, the Commandments; of: the 
Lord are pure, and giveth Light unto the Eyes. 

The Fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth 


for ever: the Jodgments of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. | 


More. to be defired are they = Gold: . yes, 'Y 
than much fine Gold; ſweeter alſo than Honey 1 


and the Honey- comb. 


Moreover by them is thy Servant taught; 
and- in keeping of them there is great Reward, 


Lord, who hall dwell in thy Tabernacle ; 
or who ſhall reſt vpon thy holy Hill? 
Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt Life; and 


doth the Thing which is right, and ſpeaketh the 


Truth fcom his Heart, d 

Lord, who can tell how oſt he offendeth ; 
O nd me from. my ſeeret F aults, 

Keep thy Servant alſo from preſumptuous Sins 


leſt they get the Dominion over me: - ſo ſhall 


I be undefiled, and innocent from the great 
Offence. * 
Thy Word ſhall be a Lantern unto my Feet, 


and a Light unto my Paths. 


And thou ſhalt ſhew me the Path of Life, for 
in thy Preſence is the Fullneſs of Joy; and at 
thy right Hand are Pleaſures for eycrmore- 


My Song therefore, ſhall be always of the lo- 


ving Kindnels of the Lord, with my Mouth mm 


1 
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fever be ſhewing thy 1 rom one Gene- 
ration to another 1 


My Heart, O God, is edu my Heat is 


| ready; I will fing and give due with the beſt, 
Member t hat I have. | 


* 5 
I will always give Thanks unto FR 1 


bis praiſe ſhall ever be in my Mouth. 


Every Day will I give Thanks unto thee 3 


and praiſe thy Name for ever and ever. 


Praiſe thou the Lord, O my Soul; and all 


FX that is within me praiſe his holy Name, 


Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul ; and forget not 


6 all his Benefits, who avyeth my Life from Deſtru= 


Aion, and crowneth me with Merey and loving 
| Kindneſs. 2 OL 


u give Thanks unto the Lord our God among 


the People: I will ſing Praiſes unte thee-among: 


| the Nations. 
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For thy Merey is greater than the Havens; 


and thy Truth reacheth unto the Clouds. 


O praiſe thou the Lord, my Soul, and laud 


ye the Name of the Lord; ye that ſtand in the 


Houſe of the Lord, in the Courts of the Houſe 
of our God. 


For ore Day in thy Courts is better than's. 
Theufand, I had rather be a Door-keeper in the 


Houſe of my God, then to dwell in the Tents of 


& Ungodlineſs, 


O Lord, thou ſhalt open my Lips, and my 
Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. 


Bleſſed be the Lord God, even the God of 
Heaven and Earth, 


; 


and 
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And Blefled be the Name of his Majeſty "FE 
ever; and all the Earth ſhall be filled with his 
Majeſty, Amen. Amen. 

„Glory, Honour, and Praiſe, Wiſdoin, and 
Thenkſgiving, Power, and Might, be unto our 
D tor ever and ever. 
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Th? Evening Services. | & 
AS the Evening . Service calls us o 
q D Church) we {houla ſee, that our whole 
. Family (if we are Maſters of one) 
accompany us thither, and attend with 
the ſame Gravity & Devotion as be fore. 
Many think they have done enough 
if they have ſpent the former Part 
| of the Day at Church, but this is a 
great Mi take. God hath reſerved t6- 
himſelf a whole Day, not a Pare of 
one, to alienate any Part of it, is Rob. 
bery, and the worſt Sort of Robbery; 
Sacriledge. We ſhould remember, that 
He loveth the Gates of Zion move than 
all che Dwellings of Jacob. Unleſs 
therefore we. and our Family appear 
azain in the Religious Aſſembly of the 
Houſe of God, we cannot be faid to 
fandity duly the Lords Day. 
Having paid therefore. our due At- 
kenn on the Publick. Worſhip of 
God, and offer'd up our Evening Tri- 
bute to the Moft High in his holy Temple, 
Let us go vigilantly and warily from 
holy Duties, and abſtain from running 
R : mm 
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fame End as Iſzac's was, to meditatec | 


pany to converſe in a Strain of Piety, 
and engage in ſuch Conference as may 


be beft employed in ſpending the re- 


have Gueſts and Lodgers, to let nere 
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Into that common Irregularity of max- 


= 


9 
— 


ing needleſs Viſits. Hereby we not 
only neglect the well ordering of cur 
own Familys, but interrupt the Devotion 
of others. If the Weather invite us 
to a Walk, let our Walk be for tbe 


898 


Walks and Viſits are not proper Con- 
cluhons of this holy Day, except there 
be a mutual Diſpoſit ion in the Com- 


lead towards Heaven, and help for- 
ward in the Way thither. But thoſe} 
who have Families to lock after, will 


55555 
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maining Hours of the Lord's Day at 
home, in the Religious Exerciſcs vii 
the Sabbath. : = ; 
And foraſmnch as the Sar itication|if 

of this Day extends to the Stranger 

eit hin our Gate, it behovcs thoſe u hofif 


abide under their Roof, who are 
willful Prophaners of it, and all that] 
keep Publick Houſes for Entertain- 
| 2 niert 
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„ Yment ought to be careful not to en- 
+ Itertain any licentious diſorderly Com- 
ir pany. If there were not ſuch Re- 
n eeptacles for looſe Perſons, their Re- 
formation would be much more eaſily 
eelfected; and therefore they will have 
, Ja fad Account to give of their Do- 
\. meſtick Charge, who for the ſake of 
e Ja little wretched Gain, ſuffer their 
1. FHouſes to be fill'd with ſhameful De- 
„I baucheries and Blaſphemies, to the 
yl manifeſt contempt of the Divine Ma- 
-_ Jieſty, 2nd the hindragce of his holy 
ſe Religion. f 
Wos are all forward enough to re- 
| ſtrain him, who fhall offend againſt 
any Law wherein our own Intereſt is 
eoncern'd; why then are we ſo flack 
Sand remiſs in vindicating the Ho- 
our of Almighty God > The Reaſon 
is plain; we have not that Flame of 


er 
nolholy Z-al, which ought to inſpire 
-eſevery Chriſtian Heart : : We love our 


ſelves more than we love our God, 
F224 therefore have a quicker Senfe 


of 
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of QFences committed againſt our 
ſelves than againſt him. 

Seeing God who is the Proprietor | [ 
of al] our Time, challenges but One | 
Day in Seven to himſelf, 'tis great! 
Wickedoef and Preſumption in us to! 


grudge him the whole, or preſume to | 
defraud him of any Part of it: What 
ſtrange Partiality is this, to exact the 
Labours of Six entire Days of our Ser- 
payts, and put off our Lord with the | 
Service of Three or Four Hours on if 


8 e 
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his Day? Such a falſe Ballance is| 


Laws, which commands us, To keep 


His Sabbaths, and Reverence his San 


Guaries, and inflited Death on him, 
who ſhould break in upon this ſacred 
Time with the Buſineſs of his Callin 


who ſquanders it away in Idleneſs, or 


In doing thoſe Things which are un- 


lawful to be done at any Time. 
Let us never account it Rudereſ 

£9 avoid trifling Company ; or if in- 

gaged in it, to ſilence unprofitable 


Diſcourſe 


35 
but how much more doth he deſerve it 


Abomination to the Lord. It is a con- 
temptuous perverting of His ſolemn | 
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Biſcourſe at this Lime. Every Thing 
we now think or {peak ſhould Hard 
ſome Tendency to Piety and Devotion. 
Nor muſt we barely ceaſe from pro- 
hibited Labours, but while our Bo- 
dies reſt, our Souls muſt be at work, 
in improving our ſpiritual Treaſure, 
increaling in the Knowledze and Leve 


g 7 God, and finding g ſtill greater Plea- 


{ure 1n drawing near to him, whoſe 
Preſence muſt make us happy to all 
Eternity. 


Not but that hes are ſome Bodily. 


Services commendable at this Time. 
'To vilit the Sick, to relieve the 


Foor and Necdy, to do any good O- 
fice to thoſe who are in preſſing 
want, and whoſe Caſe is ſuch as can- 
not be delayed. Ia order to this, we 


gare permitted to take Journeys, and 


even to omit the Publick worſhip of 
God, Vr the immediate Performance 
of ſuch good Offices, Thoſe who are 
otherwiſe perſuaded are not ſufficient- 
ly acquainted with the Will of God, 
who bath Aeclarech that he prefers 
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70 The — Services, 
Mercy before Sacrifice ;, and our plef. 


ſed Lord, who came to do this Will 


with the greateſt Exactneſs, did not 
for bear Cook Works on the Sabbath. 
notwithſtanding the Offence which 


the Scribes and Phariſees took at him 


for it. 


We are not to neglect the Publick 
| Ordinances of God on pretence of ſer- 
ving him in private, as our Lord ſaith 


in another Cafe, Theſe Things ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the 


other undone. We may think, that 


we Read, Pray, and the like, but we 


do this out of Seaſon; we miſtake. 


and miſplace our Duty, adhering to 
one Part of it in plain Contempt of 
the other. This is like the robbing 


a Man of a greater Sum, and paying 


him a leſs. We diſobey the Command 
of Gad in neglecting the Publick, and 
OH cannot expect his Bleſſing upon our 
Private Acts of Religion. 

Perhaps we have conceiv'd ſome 


Diflike or other of our Miniſter, yet 


the conſtant Courſe of Divine Service 


+ 
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is ſuch, as if duly attended on, may 
abundantly profit us from his Mouth, 
The Efficacy of the Word and Sacra- 
ments depends not on the Parts or 
Vertue of the Minifter, but on the 
Grace of God accompanying the Piety 
and Attention of the Hearer. A pre- 
cious Treaſure may be convey'd to 
us in an earthen deſpicable Veſſel; 
and that God who fed Elijah by 2 
Raven; can with the ae Facility, 
| convey heavenly Manna to our Soul, 
by the Offices of an unworthy Mini- 
9 ſter. | 
But the ſober ws intelligent Chri- 
flian will not prefer the Miniſter's 
Sermon, before the heavenly and more 
immediate Ads of Worſhip in the 
Publick Prayers: For Prayer, is not 
only the Means, but the End too, 
as being a Moral Duty, a Branch of 
natural Religion, whereby the Crea- 
ture acknowledgeth his Dependance 
on God, and withal confeſles the 
Power, the Wiſdom, the Goodneſs, 
the Mercy of his great Creator. and 
Bene 
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Benefactor, imploring his Aid, and | 
giving Thanks for his Bleſſings. So 


that it is an Act of great Homility 


and Gratitude, and of Love, whereby 


the Soul drends to God in devour 
and affectionate Breathings and Aſpi- 
rations. Beſides, "tis alfo an AR of 
Repentance in confefling and begging 


Pardon for our Sins. So that we ſee 


there is a great deal of Morality | in 


Prayer; for which it is to be regard- 


ed as a Thing intrirſically good in 
it ſelf, as being directly, and 2s ſuch, 


the Service and Worſhip of God. 


Yet IVreaching we ſhould regard 


allo as the Ordinance of God, and 4 


Means of Grace, as it ſerves to build 
Men up in Faith and Holineſs of Life, 


(may theſe Conſiderations excite our 


due Regard to the Perſons of that 
facred Function, Miniftring to vs the 
holy Sacraments, and wholfom Inſtru— 
ctions of God's Word) Let us not 
think, fince ſo great our Motives, 
ſince every Action and Accident of 


Lite involves us in freſh Dangers, ſince 
evcry 
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PF every Step we take is upon Snares 


and Precipices, ſince the whole Life 
Jof Manis one continual Temptation; 5 
and we have a ſubtle Adverſary to 
deal with, who ſlips no Advantage of 


q undoing us, lince bo weak and unſtable 
Jour Refolutions), that we are at the 
End of our Duty, when we have at- 

| tended thoſe Means though never ſo 


| attentively; ſince we are further aſſured. 
by holy Writ, Ive are Hearers only, 
and not Deers of the . ord, we deceive | 
eur ownSouls, and make cur Condemna- 


tion ſo much the heavier; 

| Let us therefore ' ſeriouſly lay vp 
in our Hearts thoſe ſacred Truths, 
| and good Rules then given us, ap- 
| plying them to the Directing of our 
Lives. He that keeperh my Command. 

| rpents, ſaies our Lord, and doth them, 

He it is that loveth me. O that we 
could fix our Thoughts upon bim! O 


that our Ways were made ſo direct, 


that our whole Life might be one 
continued Act of Gratitude and Obe- 
dience}( Whenever therefore thou com. 

L | eſt 
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. Et to the Phyſician of thy Soul, do | 
as thou wouldſt with the Phyfician of 
thy Body, following his Advice in 
order to thy Cure). Let us be as juſt 
then to our Soul as we are to our] 
Body. Let us uſe that ſpiritual | 
Means, intended not only to inſtruct ] 
us in the Way Everlaſting, (our indiſ- 
1 penfible Duty), but to put us in mind of 
W i! | it. berefore, ſaith the Bleſſed Apoſtle, | 
= i! FT will not be negligent to put you al- 
1 ways in remembrance of theſe Things; | 
Tk  3#hough ye know them, and be eflabliſh-| 
1 ed in the preſent Truth. Since they 
T that underſtand it well enough, are | 
1 apt to forget it, and ſometimes by the 
1 Violence of their Luſts to tranfgreſs 
bt when they do remember it. By thefe 
bi we are alfo warn'd to de upon our 
W guard, to furniſh. us with ſpiritual 
| 1 Weapons, that is, fuch Means and 
5 Helps, as may beſt enable us to beat 
14 off Temptations, and get the Victory 
„ 8 
Let us then embrace all Opportu- 
macs and Means for obtaining the 
5 5 Divine 
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Divine Succours, wheth er jn Puhlick 


or in Private, in the Houſe of God, 


or our private Retirements. Let us 


not debauch our - Reafon, cheat our 
Minds, vitiate our Palates with a falle 


Taſte of worldly Sweets, that we have | 


no Reliſh left for that delicious Enter- 
7 tainment, with which God and Reli- 
gion feed and feaſt the pure and heav- 
enly minded Soul. Let us carnefl] 


endeavour to purſue thoſe excellent 
Acquiſitions, fince they, who enjoy 
the comfortable Preſence and Favour 
of God, and his Suffrage and Atteſta- 


| tion of their Sincerity and Upright- 


neſs doth infinitely more over-ballance 
the Frowns and Contempts of the 
World, than the Favour of the great- 
eſt Prince, doth overweigh the Re- 


| proaches of the baſeſt Peaſant. 


But yet farther, to purſue and gain 
the Aſſurance of our Peace with Gad 
in Chriſt, and eonſequently our Future 
Happineſs, is the great Engine of 2 


Chriſtian, an Acquiſition, that was 


never attain'd by the moſt exquiſite 
5 | Philo 
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Philoſop her, nor is attainable but In | 
and * the Knowledge of Chriſt, 


who brought Life and Immortality to | 


light. It is the great Expedient, 
whereby a Man attains Victory over 
the World, whereby he is able to en- 
Joy Proſperity with Moderation, and || 
undergo Afflictions with Patience. This |! 
faith the great Apoſtle St. John, Is [ | 
the Victory which overcometh the World, 
even your Faith. Let us therefore | 
inceſſant] y pray. 


6 Lead me, O Lord, in the Tight | 
* and ready Path to thy Kingdom, | 
« and diſpoſe all my Actions, tow- | 

ards the Attainment of Everlaſting 
* Salvation. Guide me with thy | 
** Counſel, and afrerward receive me 


to Glory. 


* 
o 


E 


* 


. then, let us employ our Minds; 
and withdraw to our Evening's Devo- 
tions in Private, let us call to Re- 
membrance the Precept of the holy 
Plalmiſt. Stand in awe and ſin not. 


Com- 


1 a C4 
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Commune with your own Heart, and in 


your Chamber, and be till. Ber 


us withdraw our ſelves into our 


moſt private Retirements, and beſtow 


a little of our Time in the Service of 


God : Enter into our Chamber, and 
Commune with our own Hearts; let 
none be admitted into thoſe Retire- 


ments, beſides Him, and ſuch Aſſiſtants 


only, as may be oſeful in the Search 


of Him. Covet Retirement, and pre- 


fer private Converſation with thy God, 
before all the Diverſions of Humane 
Society. Eſteem no Company ſo de- 


| lightful as thy Cloſet and Devotions, 
and there by fervent Pravers, pour 


out thy Soul alone, that thy Zeal may 


be quickened, and thy Peace of Con- 


ſcience ſecur * 
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ll” ol. Almighty Lord God, who | 
4 W art the great Searcher of | 


* Hearts, who doſt not only require | 
« outward Acts of Duty and Hom- | 
| age, but the inward Diſpoſition. of | 
the Mind, who ſeeſt our Weakneſs, | 
that we have no Power of our ſelves 
to help our ſelves. Our Souls, O. 
i Lord, is poſſeſt with a Spirit of | 
© Infirmity, is bowed together, and 
— 1 « Can in no wiſe lift up our ſelves to | 
ot | « thee. O be thor pleaſed to enliven | 
hi * this earthy droſſy Heart, that it | 
may freely mount towards thee, | 
« and to let a true Value, on this 
«< moft valuable Priviledge, to take 
Delight in approaching unto thee, 
„ and with ſuch a Fixedneſs and At- 
« tention of Mind, as no wandring 
„Thought may interrupt. Grant 
that I may be fo eſtabliſhed with 
« thoſe Truths reveal'd in thy holy 
„ Goſpel, that I may ſtedfaſtly re- 
ſolve, by thy Strength and Power, 
« to make an utter Deſtruction of 
| = * every 
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every finfal Inclination, and un- 


derſtand the Things that belong to Z 


my Peace, that I may keep both Bo- 


dy and Soul pure and undefiled, 


beſeeching thee to give me that con- 


tinual Supply of thy Grace, which 


may ſuſtain and nourift my Soul 
unto Eternal Life, that among the 
ſundry and manifold Changes of the 
World my Heart may furely there. 
be fixed where true Joys are found. 
Do thou, O Lord, lighten mine 
Eyes, :hat 1 may ſce the wondrous 
Things of thy Law, that I may 
meditate upon it Day and Night. 
Rectify, 1 befeech thee; my Will 
with the pure Love of all Holineſs 
and Purity, and Abhorrence of Sin, 
that thy Word may be a Light un. 
to my Feet, arid a Lamp unto my 
Paths, that 1 may thereby be firm- 
ly enabled, fotwithitanding the 
manifotdOppoſitions that the World, 
Fleſh and Devil is able ro make, 
70 run the Ways of thy Laws with 
« Speed a and Delight. And I 2 
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thee, grant me the gracious Aſſiſt⸗ 
ance of thy Holy Spirit, aſſift ing 
me in all thoſe holy Duties 1 ſhall 
reſolve zo perform, leading me forth 
into all Truth, zhat I may continue | 
ſtedfaſt, cnmovable, always abound- 


ing in the Work of wy Lord, know- 
ing that my Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in him, To whom with thee 


and the Holy Spirit be all Glory, 


Honour, ard Praife, at this Time, 
and ſor evermore. 


Having in our Private Retirement 
ad on thoſe ſpiritual Things 
| heard from the ſacred. Miniſtry of 


Divine Revelation, that woſt pure and 
perfect Word of Holy Writ, the Stan- 


dard whereby all our "Then, Words 


and Actions, muſt be Tryed and Exa- 
mined, Acquitted, or Condemned. 


cc 


cc 


ec 
66 


Kh To thee, therefore). lift 1 up my 
Eyes, O Father of Mercies, let them 


be as a well-Spring every Morn- 


lng, to ſhed forth Fears of true 
 Repent- 
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“ Repentance for my Iniquities. 1 


6 * 


- will confeſs my Unrighteouſneſs 


« unto my God, and bewail my Ins 
firmities before thee. 


* 


This is indeed our wretched C 
; dition, fince therefore; whatever is 
done contrary to the Will of the Sup» 
; ream Law-giver is a Violation or 
Tranſgreſſion of his Laws, let us la- 
bour to lead our Lives in Obedience 
to theſe, to conform every Thought, 
Word, and Action, to the Bivine Will. 
Hod ſweet and calm our Retreat, 
chuting to direct our Steps, embrac: 
ing by theſe Rules the Divine Favour, 
always waiting in Expectation, lock 
ing when we may be called, ready to 
give an Account of our Stewardſhip. 
Wherefore, let ns remember, yea,never 
ceaſe to put up our Addreſſes to the 
Divine Being. in the Words of our 
excellent Collect. n 
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* Bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed 


EC 


2 all Holy Seriptures to be written | 
« for our Learning, Grant that we 


« may in fuch wiſe, hear them, read, 


66 
60 


« fort of thy holy Word, we may 


«cc 


„ Bleſſed Hope of Everlaſting Life, 


„ Which thou haſt given us in our 


— 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


embrace, and ever hold faſt, the 


bi 


| 


mark, Jearn, and inwardly digeſt | 
* them, that by Patience and Com- | 


Herein, let us ſtrictly Examine our | 


Hearts. To the Law, and to the Te- 


fi mony, ſaith the holy Prophet. ye 


walk not according to this Rule, it is 
becauſe there is no Light in you. Let 


us then diligently ſearch them, that 


we may be thereby fatisfied of our Sin- 
cerity, Remembring, that our Salva- 


tion is the Truit committed to our 
Charge, a Truſt of Importance, great- 
er than the whole World, Let us 
therefore watch over our Selves. Let 
no Day be paſt, without an Account 


taken 


1 
: 
* 
# 
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taken of our Lives, for has are the 
beſt of us? the better we are acquaint- 
ed with our own Vileneſs, the leſs 


we are in our own Eyes, the higher 


we riſe in the Favour of God; but 


| they who vainly fancy any Thing 


that is good or meritorious in theme 


7 ſelves, put an effectual Bar to Divine 


Grace. For this is given to the humble, 


and the Spirit of God chuſes the con- 


| trite Heart for the Place of his pecu- 


liar Reſidence. For, Thus ſaith the 
High and Lofty One that inbabiteth 
Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy, I dwell 


in the bigh and holy Place; 1 bit 
| alſo that is of a —_ 404 bumble | 


| Shirit. 


For though the Lord be high, yet 


\ hath be Reſpe& unto the lowly: as for 


the proud be beboldeth ho afar off. 


Let us carefully examine our ſelves, 
what Ground we get or loſe in all 


Heavenly Graces, what Alteration ap- 


pears In our Temper, Behaviour, A- 
ffections, Deſires, what Reſemblance 


or Degonongey from God > How near 


Ap. 
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Approaches we make? Or to what 


Diſtance caſt by dur Actions and 
Dilpoſitions? 


[The vicious Affection which Men | 


bear to themſelves expreſſes a ſtrong 
Conceit of their own ſuperior Worth, 


inducing. many by theſe to diſregard : 


the moſt pious Endeavours, and moſt 


cozent Perſwaſives to Religion, it the 


Elegance of its Dreſs ſuits not their 
Genius and Taſte } 


' Farther yet, let us obſerve the Ten | 
dencies of our Tempers and Conſtitu- | 


tions, and take care to bend Nature 
the contrary Way, keeping at a Diſt- 
ance from all thoſe Temptations and 


Occaſions of Tranſgreſſion, with which 


we feel our e- moſt caſily beſet, 
and ſtrongly inclined to comply. Lex 
us find out our peculiar Defects, and 


labour with all our Might to attain 


thoſe Vertues which we chiefly want. 


And as this Knowledge of our own 
Frailties and Neceſſities is greatly in- 


ſtrumental to our Improvement, to 


ſhould we profit by what we ſee in others 


A 


4 
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And to be particularly concerned for 
avoiding and ſubduing thoſe Habits 


J which we find moſt uſual and offen- 
ſive in thoſe with whom we converſe. 


(Let us therefore in a more eſpecial 


Manner, beware of that zreat Neglect 


and Indolence of the generality of Pro- 
fellors in their Diſcharge of the Du- 


tles of this Holy Day) the prevalency 
of pernicious Cuſtoms infenſibly blin- 


ding our Eyes, getting the Aſcendant, 
perverting both our Reafon and Reli- 
gion. Call up then all thoſe thy Pow- 


| ers, remember that the practiſe of theſe, 
is ſo far from extenuating the blame 
of thoſe who copy after it, that it is 


the direct contrary, and ſuch Exam- 


ples ſhould be look'd upon as Marks 


which difcover to us where the Rocks 


| us off, not to invite us in. 


Indeed a wiſe and good Man will 


turn Examples of all Sorts to his own, 


Advantage. The good he will make 
his Patterns, and ſtrives to equal or 
excel. The bad, hc'it by all Means 


avoid 
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avoid. For what indecd gives a more 
ſenſible SatisfaRion than the ſeeing Men 
In every Point agreeable to their Cha- | 
racer ? when they, who call them- | 


ſelves by the Name of Chriſt, and 


pretend in a peculiar Manner to be- 


Jong and be relign'd up 
eminent in good Works and heavenly 


Diſpoſitions, and think nothing too © 


much to do, or ſuffer in Obedience to 
his Will: How charming, how delight- 


ful a Sight is this! 

Above all other S0 c let us 
Study cur own ſelves ;, for he who is 
throughly acquainted with himſelf, 
hath attained to a more valuable Sert 

of Learning, laid out his Pains and 
Time to much better Purpoſe, than 


9 it the Courſe and Poſition of the Stars, 
the Vertues of Plants, the different 


Complections of Men, the Nature of 
all Sorts of Animals, in ſhort, than 
if the Comprehenſion of Celeſtial and 
Terreſtial Bodies, and their Qualities, 

had employed his Thoughts: For no 


Knowledge which terminates in Cu- 
rioſity 
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riofity and Speculation is comparable 


> 


1 to that which is of uſe; and of all 
. | uſeful Knowledge that is moſt fo, 
- | which conſiſts in the due Care, and 
| Þ juft Notions of our ſelves, . 
- This Study is a Debt which every 
> one owes himſelf. Let us not then 
„be fo laviſh, fo unjuſt, as not to pay 
+» | this Debt, by ſpending ſome Part at 
5 leaſt, if we cannot all, or moſt, of our 


Time and Care, upon that which hath 
the firſt and moſt indefeaſible Claim 
s to it. Let us govern our Pzfhons, 
s manage our Actions with Prudence, 
„ and where falſe Steps have been made 
t correct them for the Future. Let no- 
d thing be allowed in vs to grow head- 
n ſtrong or diſorderly, but bring all un- 
der Diſciplire; and ifwe believe our 
t bleſſed Saviour's Example to be full 
f Þ of Meckneſs, Goodneſs and Mercy, 


1 we cannot but conclude he expects 
1 we ſhould imitate his Pattern, to be 

, merciful, gentle, kind, compaſſionate 
o and hunible. 8 |; 
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Set all our Faults before our Eyes, 
and paſs Sentence upon our ſelves with | 
the ſame Severity that we would do 
upon any other, for whom no par- 

tiality hath byaſſed our Judgments, | 
when this is done, ferioutly lament | 


= | 8 dur Tranſgreſſions, open our Goilt and 
I Grief before God, ſhew him the| 
1 Troubles of a W Contcience, | 
| 1 and the Malice of them that lie in 
1 wait for our Souls. And when we 
| "_ mortify our ſelves, and melt away in 
| 5 Tears of Contrition before him, ex- | 
vs tend our Charity to our F ellou Chriſt- 
bj. 2ans, 
/ '1 Thus the Knowledge of eur Selv es, 
map lead vs towards the ng) edge 
if of God. For the more perfect 


| ding we nave of our own. 0 
dition, the nearer we ſhall approach 
to, and proportionably advance tow- 
ards a rigbt Underſtanding of the 
Divine Nature and ber lead s 

to a better Senſe of our Obligations, 
incline us to a pious * Fg of the 
remaining Dutics of this ſacred time, of 
uns 
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this our Evening's Devotions, 'draw 
us from that Corruption of our Na- 
T tures, that proneſs to the Gratifica- 
tion of our fenſual Inclinations, and 
& inſtead thereof to meditate upon Go 
and his Laws, to offer up our, Evening 
Sacrifice of Praiſes and Thankſpivings; 
and thus truly Influence our Actions 
the Week to come. , 

And as the pious Judge Hales well 
obſerves, That a due Obſervation of 
the Daties of this Holy Day, hath ever 
had join'd to it a Bleſſing upon the 
S Reſt of our Time, and the Week that 
hath been fo begun hath been bleſſed 
and proſperous ; but the contrary, 
even in our ſecular Employments, 
when we have been negligent of the 
Duties of this Day. 

If we endeavour to {andify ths 
Lord's Day, the Lord will ſanctify his 
Day and his Ordinances unto us, and 
by them convey ſo much Joy and Com- 
fort unto our Souls, that they ſhall be a 
| Temporary Heaven here, and fit us 
for that Eternal Sabbath, where we 
| N ſhall 
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mall continually give Praiſe and Glo- 
ry unto him that fitteth upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever. 

After theſe Meditations, Jet us em- 
ploy this Time, as our Conſiderations 
may now admit, and as Opportu— 
nity ſhould preſent or offer unto us, 
may the following Subjects be the con- 
ſtant Employment of our Thoughts, 


Let vs think then of the Majeſty of ö 

that God whom we ſerve! 
Of his excellent and incomprehen- {M 
fible Wiſdom, Juſtice, Mercy, Good: | 
neſs, and Truth, NEs © 

Ol the vileneſs of Sin, and of our Þ 
ſelves becauſe of it. 

The Sufferings of our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, and the Greatneſs of his 
Love and Mercy. 

The Excellency of that Heavenly 
Employment we are engaged in, and 
the immenſe Reward of true Religion. 

The Vanity of the World, and all 
Things therein. | 

T he 
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The Worth and high Value of our 
Immortal Souls. 

The Rage, Subtilty, and Diligence 
of the Enemies of our Souls. Eſpe- 
cially with the Deceitfulneſs of our 
own Hearts. 1 

The Hour of Death, and the Day 
of Judgment. 
The Terrors and 121 of Hell, 


1 The unſpeakable and Everlaſting Cie 


ry of Heaven. 
Let us really believe, that we carry 
within our Breaſts, precious and im- 


[ mortal Souls, which muſt be adjudg'd, 
either to the endleſs Torments of Hell, 


or the unſpeakable Glories of Heaven, | 
and there to be for ever, 


Let us ſeriouſly Refle& on theſe 


important Meditations, conſider ing that 


ineſtimable Happineſs prepared for us 
in the Manſians of Heaven, the Crown 
of Righteouſneſs that ſhall be given 
to K's Faithful, even thoſe BIeſſ:d 
Servants of the Lord, who have finiſh» 
ed their Courſe with Joy in him. 
And 


W 
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And the unſpeakable Torments of 
Hell, the eral Lake of unquench- 
able Fire, that Scene of Eterna! Mi- 
ſery and Horror, the Portion of im- 
penitent Sinners. Wherefore, ſeeing 
the Terror of the Lord, Jet us with 
the holy Pfalmiſt, ſtand in awe of his 
— Indignation: Fr my Fleſh, 
fays he, Trembleth for fear of thee : 
and I am afraid of thy Judgments. 
Let us beware we {lumber not in our 
Security, remembring how ſhort our 
Time 1s; ſeeing that there remains 
but a little Space to ſpend. That out 
Days are but as a Span long, that ap- 
pedreth but a little Time, and then va- | 
| niſherb away. 

Happy then is he, who keeps he 
Hour of Death conſtantly in view. 
Who in theMorning queitions whether 
he may live til! Night, and when 
Night comes, not too confident] 

Aſs another Morning. Thus ſhall 
he be in a conſtant Expectation, and 
in 2 goa We ro die. ; 


Let 


of Glory we are to enjoy for ever. 


But, (hill the Pangs of Death ſpeedilyß 


Duration, and extreme Miferies and 


demption we are doom'd to undergo. 


eft Wiſdom, our beſt Councels, is to be 


| po Bufi nefs, is to work it out 
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Let the Remembrance of theſe, ex- 
cite us to think of thoſe plain Truths, 
thoſe great and immenſe Coneerns5/ 
yea, calmly think, if we enter into 
the Manſions of Bliſs, of that Weight 


aero us? our tremendous wretched - 
Fate, finally conſizn'd to the endleſs 


Tom of Hell. Let us think of 
the Severity of God's righteous Judg- 
ments, without further Hope or Re- 


Let us not be fo immerſ'd in ſen- 
ſible Objects, or worldly Cares, but 
Debate the Caſe witi our Souls, what 
is there in Sin that we ſo much doat 
on it? what our greateſt Deſigns and 
Pro jects in the World. Thoſe Ho- 
nours, Riches, Friends, &c. we aim 
at, what are they > ſeeing the ſacred 
Fenmen hath reveal 'd, That our great- 


wiſe to Salvation. And our chief and 


with 
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with Fear and Trembling. For the 
Lord, even the moſt Mighty G04 
hath ſpoken; Lift up your Eyes tg 
Heaven, and look upon the Farth be- 
neath : for the Heavens ſoall vaniſh 


away likes Smoke, and the Earth ſhall 


 wvax old like a Garment, and they that 


dwell therein ſhall die in like manner; 
but my Salvation (hall be for ever, and 
my Righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſh. 
ed. 8 „ 
O ͤviſit me then with thy Salva- 


tion, and awaken me from ſpirit- 
tual Sloth and Slumber. 


Let us humble our Souls, think 
what wretched Creatures we are, and 
all that groundleſs Arrogance to which 


our corrupt Heart is naturally diſpos'd 


vaniſhes into nothing. O give! give me 
then a right Underftanding of my felt! 


help me, truly to difcern what I am 


now, what I was originally, and 
whence I came, Thy Grace exalts 
me, thy Light chears and ſupports me. 
But behold Lord, with thy wonted. 
Mercy, the Doubts and Confuſions of 


= 
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my troubled Breaſt, For when I 


look up to Heaven, and conſider the 
Majeſty of my Great, my Holy God, 
and from thence draw my Eycs back 
upon my ſelf, and view my own vile- 


neſs and horrible Sinfulneſs, J am all 


Perplexity, and DiſtraRion and = Om 

Tor. 

5 ee dan t Deceive not, but 

ſearch and try thy ſelf. 
IF thou th enter into Life, keep 


the Commandments. 


Appeal to thy own Determination, 
Whether thou art found in the Ways 
of the Lord? He hath ſhewed thee, 
O Man | what is good, and what doth 
the Lord require of Thee, but to do 
juſtly, and to love Mercy, and £0 walk 


2 with thy God. 


Let us er diligently, 
With what a Body of Sin are we 
coinpail-d about in a World of Wick- 


_ ednels ? Or conſider, whether t'is our 


ſpecial Care to inſpect into our whole 
Deportment, walking with a perfect 


Heart in the Laws and Precepts of 


So 
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God, having an Eye unto all his 
Laws? 

Let us take a right Eftimate, and 
Deſcend into our ſelves. 

Let us Enquire, whether we have | 
that Wiſdom from above, full of good 
Fruits, the Love fincere, the Faith 
that is found ? 

O happy the Sout that 1s built 
upon this Rock! 


„ Impart to us, - ©'Land our God, 
« we beſcech thee, that Heavenly 
« Wiſdom, which may "diſpoſe us to 
& feek thy Kingdom and thy Righte- 
ce ouſneſs, to ſell all for this one Pear! d 
« of great Price. 


| O let us humble our Souls! 3 
1 ftridly examine it at the Bar of our 
Conſcience. aa | 
Whether do we think meanly of 
dur Vertues, and boaſt not of that 
Grace, whereby we may be capable 
of differing from OC 
Yea, 


6 0 
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Do we bebold in out BI 
Lord and Saviour, that Beauty and 
Excelleney, that Fullneſs and All. ſuf- 
ticlency ? | 


What Improvement have we made 
of our Time, diligently to live aftey 
the Commandments of the Lord, and 
to walk in his Ways? following the 


Holy Apoſtles Rule, That denying Un- 
IA and worldly Liſts, To live 


Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly, in this 


preſent World: Locking for that Bleſſed 


Hope, and the Glorious Appearing of the 


great God. and our Saviour Fefus Chriſt. 


Wherefore, let us according 
to the Precept of the Holy Apoſtle, 


impartially examine, whether we want 


not zhet ſpecial Care, that Temperate 
Conduct and Deportment, to ab- 


{tain from all inordinate Affections, 


and immoderate Deſires, as becomes 
tat Sobriety and Duty, we owe unto 
our ſelves; and fo Jearnt to ſubdue 


eur OWN Wills, as net to eularge our 


0 Dcfires 
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Defires beyond their proper Uſes, 
and to render us ſerviceable to the 


Ends for which we were ſent; I 


(duly confidering), that Infemperance 
is that blind Side of Mortals, the 


Bane of Mankind, the Root of all 


Evil, ſeducing from the Paths of Piety 


and Vertue to thoſe of Perdition both 


of Body and Soul. 
Cover thy ſelf then with the Shield 


af Wiſdom and Faith. Purify thy 1 


Heart from all corrupt AﬀeRions and 


Irregular Paſſions. Form a right 


Judgment in all Things, whether they 
elate to this or another State, to 


8 the outward or the inward Man. 


Let vs employ then our Thoughts, 
on thoſe happy Rewards of Vertue, in 
our preſent State, much more on thoſe 
Exceeding Felicities in a future. Then 
mould we ſubdue our felf.corrupt 
Love, beware of ſenſual Inclinations; 
Jen. thoſe Snares and Precipices, thoſe 

ocks of lutemperance, that corrupt 


* of 


i 


ſeriouſly call unto Remembrance, or 
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or ruin hd Conſtitution of theſe frail 


Bodies, and deſtroy our Souls. 
Conſider, how great, how aſtoniſh- 
ing the Depravity of corrupt Nature, 
to which Mankind are ſo exceeding 
prone, ſince ſo great a Part, never go 


about to conſider the pernicious and 
deſtructive Conſequences they expoſe 
themſelves to, inconfiderately indulg- 


ing deprav'd Appetites and Luſts, wal- 


lowing or otherwiſe intoxicating them- 


dee. in their own Indulgencies and 
xceſs, degrading and depreciating 
Nature, below the whole Species of 
Brutes, who yet tranſgreſs — theſe 
Bounds, but ſerve the Ends for which 
they were made, though void of 


thoſe excellent F aculties of Rational 


Beings; but ſuch is the Miſery, yea 
the F olly and Madneſs of wretched, 
ſtupid, ſenſual Man, who acts, not on- 
ly beneath theſe, but directly contrary 
both to Reaſon and Religion. 

How therefore can it be expected. 5 
that Multitudes of its Profeſſors ſnould 


in 
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in good Earneſt believe the Rewards 
of Religion and Vertue, and the Pu- 
miſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice in 
2 Future State; ſince they oppoſe by 
the Practice of a ſenſual Life, the 
holy Apoſtles Rule, That they that are 
- Chriſt's, haue erucify'd the Fleſh with 


7 


e AHfectiono and Luſts. Since they 
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act contrary to the Precepts of Hoh 
Vrit; Make not Provi ſions for the Fleſh 
ia fulfil the Luſts thereof. Set your 
Aﬀettions on Things above, and not 
en Things on Earth. But ſince they 
apparently find on a due and ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of Mankind, the diſmal-Con- 
ſequences, that inſeperably attend In- 
temperance and Exceſs, deſtroying, 
or otherwiſe difordering and vitiating 
the Faculties of Reaſon, or the natu- 
ralDiſpoſitions and Frame of the Body, | 
or both, and thus impoſe on them- | 
elves, the immediate Inſtruments of 
their own Afflictions, from whoſe 
hand ſorrow come. 
And although we are duly ſen6bÞle, 
that our mafure Reaſon evinces this 
plain 
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plain Truth, yet {ſuch the Depravity 


of corrupt Nature 5 Yea, our great In- 
firmity and Unhappineſs, that we are 


| ſo confirmed and rooted in the Love 


of our ſelves; Since from a temperate 


| Uſe of theſe Earthly Enjoyments, we 


enlarge our Bounds to the Exceſles 


and immoderate Indulgencies of In- 
temperance, walking in the Gratifi- 
cation of theſe, ſubmitting and de- 


baſing our ſelves to the ſoothing Im- 


preſſions of preſent deceitfal Pleaſures: 


involve our Minds through our own In- 


fatuation with falſe Deluſions to our 


8 Miſery and Diſcomfort, or to our end- 
leſs and final Deſtructioͤn. 


Such is the habitual pernicious 


Practice of this deſtructive Vice! ſo 
uretchedly deluded in theſe Impie- 
ties, are many, even thoſe, of whom 


we might reaſonably hope for better 


Things; laden with Guiit and Infir- 


ä mity, by uſing the Creatures intem- 


perately, in a luxurious Indulgence, 
or inordinate Affection, purchafing by 
theſe the Expence of ſore Afflictions. 
R — Such 


= 
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Times! and ſo great the Depravity] 


theſe Courſes, who are lulled aflecyſ 


in their own Security, that Multitudes 


eſteem not theſe licentious Indulgen- | 


gies, either as criminal or ſinful, 


pleaſing their corrupt Inclinations with 
— En joyments, that the Conſe. 
quences attending this Vice ſhall not 


be their Caſe, tbat they ſhall be ex- 
empted, till they are taken in the 


Snare, till they experimentally find 
the Truth of its direful and fatal Con- 


« ſequences. 


How great therctore our Vanity 


and egregious the Folly of thoſe who | 


indulge the Deſires of the Fleſh, and 


court e Pleaſures, which draw af- 


ter them grievous and Jaſting Pains, 
This the Infidelity of corrupt Hearts 


and byaſſ'd Wills; but ſuch delufiens | 


are a great reproach upon Reaſon, and 


a greater yet upon Chriſtianity, when 


the Soul is led Captive, by ſuch fatal 


Sass eſtions, A God is their E. 
an 


Such the Licentiouſneſs of theſe 


of Men's Reaſon proceeding from 


5 — * . N r 1 N 


— [ny A 3 ö OA — ad . 


— 


Four the Evening. 7 nl 


ele and whoſe Glory is in their Shame, who 
ty #ind Eartbly Things, 
ml Who bath Wo ? who hath Sorrow ? - 
eb | who hath Contentions : ? who bath Bab. 
es lin 
n. 715 hath ld without Cauſe 2 
ul, BY 200 hath Reaneſs of Hes? 
th i Th ey that Larry long as the Wine, 
ſe. WY they that go to ſeek mixt Wine. 
ot Look not thou upon the Wine when 
x. N is red, when it grveth his Colour in 
1e the Cup, when, it moveth it ſelF arighs. 
d At the laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and 
Vingerb like an Adder. | 
Neverthelefs, notwithſtanding the 
„ wretched Conſequences attending the 
10 pur ſuit of our ſenſual and corrupt 
d Inclinations, how does a little fordid 
f. Cain engage ſome Men's Time, and 
s. Labour, and Thought, while all their 
ts Spiritual Concerns lie neglected and 
ns Hoigotten. Their Diligence and Study 
d is determined to Matters of ſmall or 
n no Importance; and the one Thing 
al neceſſary is laid aſide, as if it were 
„ not worth a lingle Thought. So vain 
18 Man, lo totally immer“ d in ſenſible 
| Objects 
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Objects and worldly Cares, and ſo 
contentedly does he periſh in Vanity! 
and Vexation, unleſs thy Grace make 
him wifer, and raife his Mind 10 
better and Eternal Concerns, Re- 
member theſe! Do Buſinefs then, but! 
be not a Slave to it; remember 
That thy Prerogative 1s to govern, and 


not to ſerve the Things of the World; 


Raiſe and enoble thy Soul, trample. 


upon the preſent, and graſp at Eter- 
nity. Caft only now and then a diſ. 


dainful Glance upon this World, as | 


Thing by the by; but keep thy Eye 
bir and directly fixt upon 


Heaven, as thy fure Proſpect, thy 
main Concern. 


2. The Second Rule of our Obe. 


dience, required by the holy A. 
Ppoſtle, is g Rig bteouſuæſa: or theſe 


Duties we owe our Neighbour. 


S 
Let us Enquire then, whether we 


have Copied into cur Deportment, 


that New Commandinent given by 
our Bleſſed Lord to his Diſciples. That 


256 love one another; yea, That we 


Sv. 


For the ay 105 


love our Ne ghbour as Our {elves Re- 
membring that we are under the ſtron- 
geſt Obligations to Comfort, and Re- 
lieve, and Inſtruct, and Admoniſh, 

and bear with one another; That we 
are commanded to be ſtrict Oblervers 
of Truth, and Religieuſly firm to out 
Word, to obſerve that impartial Juſt- 
ice, that juſt and elear Deciſion in our 
Dealings with all Mankind, accord- 
ing to the Precept of our Lord. that 
Sacre and Golden Rule, To do unte 
all Men whatſoever we would they ſhould 


do unto us, for this is the Law and 


the Prophers. 


2: The Third Rule of our Obedi- 
rates contain'd in the Precept of the 
Apoſtle, is Godlineſs; or thoit Duties 
we owe unto God, the moſt excellent 
of all Beings. We ſhould be filled 
with a due Meafate of Divine Love, 
and, as our Bleſſed Lord hath com— 
maided, 75 Love hin, with all our 
Heart with all onr Seal, and with all - 
put Mind, ſineè from Him the Alungh- 
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bof all the Univerſe, who Created us, 
and the whole World out. of nothing, 
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To his Infinite Mercy and unwear- 
ted Vigilance, protecting us from all 
Ghoſtly and Bedily Evils, we owe our 
Preſervation. 


Author and Fountain of all the Blef— 
ſings we either have at Preſent, or 
can ever hope to Enjoy, we are wol 
ine æpre fo ibly Indebted. 

And by a careful and conſci entious 
Obſervance of his Laws, we hope at 
the Laſt and Great Day of Accounts to 


hath Prepar ed for the Juft. 


e theſe Conſi 4 of the 
Divine Goodneſs, mov'd our Grati- 
tude and Praiſe, till we become in- 
flamed with the love of the Almighty 

Author of all Good? Have they excited 
our conſtant Homage and Worſhip to 
Elim in his Holy Jemy le, and in cut 


ty Majeſty of Heaven, and Lord 


we Derive our Be ing and Exi ſtence. 


To his bountifnl find. a8 the Sole 


Receive thoſe immenſe Rewards Ne 


ma 


— — 2 
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Private Retitements? Have they in- 


| fluenc'd our Devout and ſtrict Obſer- 


yance of his Sacred Day and Ordin- 
ances ?- that our thankful Hearts may 


|| ſupply our Tongues with continual 


Praiſes and Adorations to Him, whe 


S Dwelleth on High, yet humbleth himſelf, 
10 be hold the Things that are in Hea- 


ven and Earth. | 
Finally, to Deport our ſelves, To 
have our Converſation, according to 


| that of the Apoſile, Soberly; Righteouſ- 


ly and Godly, is a Qualification neceſ- 


1 lacy, and Prediſpoſition expedient, 


for a meet Diſcharge. of this Holy 
Day, ſince thoſe great and Bleſſed Re- 
wards, are not only the Everlafting 
Joys,thus conducting us to a Heavenly 
Kingdom, but alſo thoſe preſent En; 
joyments here, vis. That Pure and 
Temperate State of Body. That ne- 


ver failing Spring of Joy and Comfort 


reſulting from within, The exqui- 
lite Fore-taſte of Future Bliſs, That fe- 
rene and inward Peace of Mind, even 
that perfect calmneſs and ſerenity, _ 


108 . Meditations and Devations | 
full Tranquility and Peace, far above N 
the diſorderly Paſſions and rufflingg 
Cares of ſenſual and Earthly minded L 
Men, | 

Conſider, O my Sovl, and ſhake off 
all ſenſual Deſires: 8 thele weighty 
Motives excite me to proceed in 
a ſtrait and ſteady Combs of Vertus 
to evince by a Pure Life, and Up 
right Converſation, the Teſtimony of 
the Devout Pſalmift: Thy Law, 0 
Lord God, is deærer unto me than Tho 4 
ſands of C Gold and Silver. 
O that I may be always readily 
diſpos'd to part with theſe Ceherenty 
called) for an Intereſt in Chriſt's 
Blood. 


in Piſpoſe me, O my God, to em. 
ploy all my Diligence and Watch 
twineſs to live in Obedience to thy | 
Precepts, to lay aſide every Weight, IM 
and the Sins which doth ſo. 10 ö 
beſet me, and grave on my Heat 
in deep and laſting Characters, thoſe 
important Words, of 4 Bleſſed 
„ Lord] 
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Lord : For what ſhall it profit a Man 
, io gain the whole World, and laaſe 
« his own Soul, Or what. ſhall he give 
in Exchange for bis Soul. 


- 
(e 


* 


* 


in 


Conſider, how great the Violence 
and Will in the Reprobate Soul, which 
till remains in her natural Corrup- 
tion ! Hence it is, tbat a Soul wretch- 
ed and corrupt; is fo deformed with 
Sin, defled with Luſt, over carried 
with Affections, pining with Envy, 
overcharged with Gluttony, furferted 
with Drunkenneſs, boiling with Re- 
vegge, tranfported with Rage, and 
the glorious Image of God transform 
ed into the Shape of the Devil, ſo far, 
as it once repented the Lord tuat 
ever he made Man. ins 
Now, it's not only evident from 
Prineiples of Reaſon, but allo from 
daily Experience, that Temperance, 
Love of Friends and Neighbours, 
Faithfulneſs to Oaths and Promiſes, 
Gratitude to Benefa&ors, Love and 
Alfection to natural Relations, and 


to attain the Comforts of Human Life. 


likewiſe the Happineſs of Society, the | 
Preſervation of Government, and the 


Oppreſſions. 
If the Prince, would have Loyal and | 
Obedient Subjects, and the Subjects | 


his Servants honeſt, difigent and ob. 
ſervant, and they their Maſters kind 
and courteous; every Parent his Chil: 


and every one he deals with juſt and 
fincere: Then ſhould every one in 


k 


110 Meditations and Devotions | 
2 gentle and peaceable Diſoefition | 


Hwards all Men, are not only uſeful | 


& 
45 


Safety and Cantentment, Health of | 
Body. and Satisfaction of Mind; but | 


ſecuring of all Men in their juſt Rights IM 
againſt all Manner of Injuries and | 


In ſhort, if we would have the Per. 
ons to whom he ſtands in any Rela- 
tion, what they ought to be, in the | 
diſcharge of their reſpe&ive Duties, | 


would have their Prince, gracious and 
good ; if every Maſter would have 


dren Dutiful, and every Child his 
Parent tender and affectionate; in 
ſhort, every Man his Friend faithful, 


« 
” 


Reaſon 


« 


{ | 
OO fir the eee wht. 
1 ö Reaſon endeavour, as far as his Power 
will permit him, to promote Religi- 


e 185 3 
f | | ON, from Fhence all theſe right Dif- 
+ | poſitions do naturally flow. 


« | Attend ſer iouſiy to theſe important truths: 
For they if confidered and believed in 
good Earneſt, will ſtop thy Mouth, 
1 and effeQually filence all thy Com- 
8 plaints. Grovel then upon the Earth 
no longer, but ftand erect, and lift 
up thy Eyes and Heart to Heaven, ſee 


the Bleſſed Effects, the mighty Succeſs, 
füince a fincere Regard to the Practice 
| of Vertue and Religion, chafes away 


all Nauſeous, Unſavoury, and impure 
Affections, and contributes to a more 
grateful Reliſh of thy Temporal En- 
joyments. Reep then in a conſtant 
View and Contemplation theſe Refle- 
ctions, hence difpoſing thee, to ſub- 
due thy unruly Will and Lufts, and to 
reform what hath been done amiſs, to 
thy Progreſs and Advancement in 
Chriſtian Vertues, and to approve thy 


Soul to thy Rightcous Judge, to th) 
Where- 


M ig ty Cre ator. 
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112 Meditations a Dewotioss 


Wherefore, let us conſider that | 


Natural Depravity and Corruption of | 
our Hearts, cvincing to us, That thts J 
is our greater Deceiver, enſnaring our | 
_unwary Souls; let us net. ſince this 
Is of the greatelt Conſequence, contide | 


in, but watch over them continually, f 


Wherein do we ſee, the greateſt Va- 


nity and Vexation! > but in the tran- 1 


fitory Pleaſures of 'a vain World; 
whoſe Comforts are falſe and feeting | N 


ſwift in decay, and of ſhort ccnti- 


nuance; let us therefore put a de 
Eſtimate upon them, let not preſent 


Satisfa ctiors, blind cur Fycs ard byals 


our Reaſon. tut Jearn, to Gefpile 


and abandon theſe Earth] y Va 


nitics, 4 not ſo fondly « admire and 
adore the 

any not our {cIves, but pi 
to mertify and keep under the Works 
ofthe Fleth,ſtrive to conquer all unruly 
Paflions, conducting our Steps In all 


Hhoiy i both to Ged and Man, 


beſeeching the Eternal Being, that 


he Would pracioully vouchfafe to Di- 
rect 


. | 1 
8 


For the Evening | T13 
rect our Future Frailty, lifting up our 
Souls to Hlim. 


„Lead me, 1 beſeech thee 0 Lord, 
« ind guide me in the Way of all 
« "Truth, and Righteouſneſs, and ſo 
„ govern all my Actions this Day, 
that I run not into any Sin, or any 


S .. kind of Danger, that all my doings 


T may be to thy Glory. R 
O let us preſent to the view of our 
Souls, the Bleſſed and Happy Conde 
tion of the Life to come! How indif- 
ferent, how regardleſs ſhall we be of 
any reproachful Treatment, or ill U- 

ſage, we receive in our Pilprimage of 
this Earthly Tabernacle, of the In4ig- 
nities, Reproaches, Scoſfs, Croſſes, 

Loſſes, Diſgraces, which we muſt ſuffer 
here, ſcorn the Aflilions of this Life, 
are nor wort by 40 be coinpared to the 


| Glory hereafter, when we have in out 


Purſait, vea, when we think of a 
Heavs znly Kingdom. . 
'Q Win 


FI 


114 Meditations and Devotions | 
With this Joyful View, this Glori- | 
ous Heaveniy Proſpe&, to bear Con- 
tempt, Hatred, and barbarous Treat- 
ment, with Humility and Patience, 
is the oply Method of attaining 1n- 
ward Peace and true Satisfaction in 
our Preſent State, and an Earneſt of 
that Tranquility, and exceeding Joys 
we are prefiing after in the Future. 
Jo this End, O that we would in 
good ear neff conſtantly think, How 
we would have this Day repreſented 
at the Great Day of Accounts? what 
Words, Thoughts and Actions would 
. we have then brought forth? that 
they may be fuch as will be accepted 
of, before the juſt Tribunal of God, 
- that we may not be found deficient in 
the Ballance. 
*Thurt our Lamps may be Tri 1d, and 
we ready Prepared to meet the com- 
ing of our Bleſſed Lord, who ſhall 
Deicend from Heaven at the Great 
Day of Accounts, in his Glorious Ma. 
Je ſiy, woith a Shout, with bis Mighty 
Angels, with great Glory, with the 
Voice * the . and with the 
Frump 
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For the Eve ning. 114 
| | Trump of God to Summon both Quick 
and Dead, to appear before his Fudg- 
ment. Scat. I „„ 
At which the Dead in him (ball Ariſe 
firſt, then we which are alive and re- 
main flill ſhall be caught up together, 
mbit them in the clouds: to meet the Lord 
in the Air, and be ſball come in his Glo- 
ry. and all che Holy Angels with him, then 
ell be fir upon the Throne of bis Glo- 
v7. | | | | 
= | ” In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an 
Eve, in every Corner of the Earth, (hall 
the Sound of the Trump of God be 
| heard. —- 
And before Him ſhall be gathered al! 
Nations, to render an Account of their 
Action, „„ 
And he ſhall ſeperate the Good from 
the Evil, the Juſt from the Unjuſt, the 
One from the Other, as a Shepherd di- 
. videth his Sheep from the Goats. And 
he ſhall ſet the Sheep an his Right 
Hand, but the Goats on the Left, 
 TheDepth of the Grave ſhall not ex- 
cuſe us: for all that are in their Graves 
ſhall bear bis Voice, and ſhall come 
„ 15 „„ 
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116 Meditations and Devotions 
forth, they that have done Good, into 


t he Reſurrection of Life, and they that 


have done Evil into tbe Reſurrect: ion of 


Damnation. 


Then ſhall he ſuy unto them on the left 
Hand. Depart from me, ye curſed, into 


Everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 


and his Angets. | 
And thoſe ſhalt go away into Evers 


laſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous 


ceeding great Reward, and [ball ſhine 


forth like the Sun in the _— 7 
their Fat her. 


Wherefore, he who truly Loves God, 


is always thinking when he may be 


fo happy as to be with him, when he 
{hall leave the Werld, and make an 


Eſcape out of this'Prifon of Corrup- 


tion, that his Soul may be free, 
and at perfect caſe and peace; and 
even 


For ſo [wall be fay 
ento theſe , Come ye Bleſſed of my Fa. 
| ther, boric the Kingdom prepared fer | 
you Dom the Foundation of the World, | 


ge ſhall receive an immenſe and ex- 
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„even while in the Fleſh, he lives not 
after the Fleſh; but ſends his 
Thoughts and Defires up to Heaven 
before him, fitting or ſtanding, in mo- 
tion or at reſt, in every Poſture, in 
every Action, he keeps God continual- 
ly in his Mind, and breaths out his 
Soul in Ejaculatory Prayer and Praiſes 
to Him, He is zealous allo in per- 
ſuading others to the Love of God, 
and repreſenting to them the Duty 
azad Advantage of doing ſo; he en- 
deavours to convince them, how plea- 
„ant this is, and how unſatisfactory 
and tormenting the Love ofthe World, 
I #be Honours and Riches of this pre- 
ſent Life he looks upon with juſt dif- 

da in, and wonders at thoſe who place 

their Confidence in Things that are 
, Ix continually flying away (indeed the 
 [picalure and eaſe of a plentiful State, 
are apt to abate our Care, and delude 
| us with very miſtaken Notions of 
Things.) And to prove that all this, 
Is not meer Cant and Affectation, his 
| I Temper, his whole Converſation, 
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118 Meditations and Devotions | 
Speak him to be in good earneſt, and] 
confirm the Truth of his Arguments, | 
In his own Breaſt, how often does ; 
he. entertain hunſelf with the Con- 
templations of God, and feels a won- 
derful Comfort and Refreſhnent from 
them, and is raviſh'd with marvellous , 
Joy, when his Thoughts are fixt on] 
God and Heaven, and the more ſen- | 
{ible and delicious, in proportion as | 
they are often repeated. - 


„How pure, O Lord, how ſweet, 
how exquiſite, the Pleaſures, thou 
© reſerveſt for them that fear thee, 

that delight themſelves in thy Love, 
« that are entirely devoted to thy 
« Service. — 


This is indeed the true Peace of 
the Soul, when it gets looſe from all 
diſtraction of thought, and contrads 
all it's defires into God alone, as their 
proper Centre, And if it happens 
(as ſometimes during this frail State it 
will) that any trifling or impertinent 


Thoughts come in between, he "= 


broth frond fs Xam - cats. endl CS. 
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all the haſte that poſſibly he can back 
to his main Point. Indeed there is 
no Moment of our Lives, in which: 
we do not taſte fome freſh Inſtance 
of God's Goodneſs, ſo there ſhould 
not be any, particularly any part of 
this Holy Day, in which this great Be- 
nefactor, who is continually preſent 


by his Mercies, ſhould not be preſent 
8 alſo in our Thoughts, and thankful 


Remembrances. 

This Conſideration muſt needs make 
the fault of thoſe very great, who 
when they come to, and converſe with 
God in Prayer, preſently diſtniſs all 
their devout Affections, and behave 
themſelves, as though he neither ſaw 


nor heard them, Let us therefore, 


ſerioully reflect on the following Con- 
ſiderations. 


1. Let us take Pains, with our Heart 
be fore hand to prepare it thereunto, 
'tis ufually from the negle& of Prepara- 
tion, that we find ſuch deadneſs and 
indifyoſition to fecret Prayer. Prepare” 

$bine 
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120 Meiitations and Devotions 
thine Heart therefore, and then flretch 
out thine Hands towards God, 

2. When we find our Hearts in a 
ſettled and compoſed Frame. Then 
allo, it is a fit Seaſon for ſecret Pray. 
er. When as David's, our Hearts are 
fixt, and not preoccupied with any if 
ſecular Matters. 

3 We ſhould alot, and ſet out a due 
Proportion of Time for this Duty. 
How do we find. Prayer many Times I | 
ran over for want of this. Let us 1 

( 


then redeem the Time, and that for this 
very End. Tohold Communion with 
God in our humble Addreſſes to him. 
4. Let us labour to appreFend the . 
Ivecial Preſence of the Divine Majeity, NN | 
when we are about to approach Him! 
how ineſfeQual are our Prayers with- 
out this? Let us therefore, oi ear 
with us in our Addreſſes, a right No- 
tion and Conception ofhia 8 
Attributes, conceiving in a more el- 
pecial manner his Omnipreſence, when 


e pour out our Souls before him. His 
Omnt- 


* of fa - - 


| For the Evening, 


F 


; +». A 

” _—_— * + 
« EY "7 3 . 5 1 

1 NIL * x > 3 
"3 3, - n 1 
— I — on * 2 74 
& he RR IT >, N 
* * 2 * 
- * . — + NN 


dotence, whereby we fhould now more 


immediately apprehend his Soveraign 
Majeſty and Greatnels. 


him when we come into his Preſence. 
Laſily,. Let us Preſent our humble 
Addreſſes unto him with Fervency. 


Remembring how oft holy David makes 


this Requeſt ; Quicken me, O Lord. 
Juicen me according 70 tby Righteouſ- 


| neſs, Quicken me for thy Names ſake. 
| Thus we find the Holy Patriarch Fa- 


c-6, putting forth all his Strength in 
Prayer, had Power with the Almighty, 


a 5 3 — 4 * LE 4 25 2 
and wreſted Mercy from him. Ihus 


likewiſe we learn from Holy Writ, 


That he who ConfeſJeth and e 


nds. 


bis Sins, ſhall have Mercy at his | 
So great therefore the Power and Et- 
ficacy of Prayer, ſuch the inconcetv- 


able Love of God, and aſtoniſhing his 


Mercy, That our Bleſſed Lord bath, 


promiſed l Things what ſoever we g 


Prayer, believing we f ball Re cee. | 
TT. | Let 


That Pallage- 
in Micah 6. 6. Wherewith ſhall 1 
come before the Lord. and bowe m ſelf 
before the High God, doth intimate 
what apprehenſions we ſhould have of 


- 
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122 Meditations and Devotions 
LET us (therefore) liſt up our Souls before Ged 
in the Words of che Devout Eſalmiſt. 


O Hearken thou unto the Voice of my Cal. 
ling, my King, and my God; for unto thee will 
I make my Prayer. 

Hear my Prayer, O Lord; and let my Cryirz 
come unto thee, - 

Ponder my Words, and confider my Medi 
tations, 

Thou att Righteous, O God ; ; and true are 
thy Judgments. 

The Teſtimonies that thou haſt commanded are 
exceeding Righteous and true. 


Thy Teſtimonies are wonderful ; there - 


fore tot my Soul keep them. 

Open thou mine Eyes that I may ſee the won 
drous Things of thy Law. 

I will make my humble Petition in thy Pre- 


ſence with my whole Heart: O be merciful 


unto me according to thy Word. 


I called mine own Ways to remembrance: | 


and turned my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies. 

I will make haſte, and prolong not the Time 
to keep thy Commandments. 

O Lord God, preat is the Peace that FO 
have who keep thy Law. 
O thipk on thy Servant, as concerning thy 
Word: wherein thou haſt cauſed me to put 
my Truſt. 

Preſerve thou my Soul, O my God, and ſave 
thy Seryant that putteth . Truſt in thee. | 

Comfort the Soul of thy Servant: for unto 
-- thee do [ or” vp my Soul. 3 

Fer 


to 
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For thou Lord art good and gracigvs: and of 
great Mercy unto all that call ypon thee. 
Have Mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
great Goodneſs: according to the Multitude of 
thy Mercies do away mine Offences. . 
I will ſay unt thee, O Lord, thou art my 
Hope, and my ſtrong hold, my God; in thee. 
will I truſt, 1 3 
For thou wilt give thy Angels Charge over 
me, to keep me in all my Ways. 6 | 
O let not mine Heart be inclined to any Evil 
Fhing: let me not be occupied in ungodly 
Works, with the Men that work Wickedneſs. 
Order my Steps in thy Word; and ſo ſhall 


no Wickedneſs have Dominion over me. 


Set a Watch I beſeech thee, before my Mouth; 
and keep the Door of my Lips. „ 

e And ſo teach me to number my Days, that 
« may apply my Heart unte Wiſdom : 
te grant that I may ſo redeem my Time, that 
« in all my Doings I may have reſpect unto 
« thy Laws, and be continually ſetting forth thy 
« Praiſe, in theſe. or the like Ejaculations. 


O let my Mouth be filled with thy Praiſe, that 
I may ſing of thy Glory and Honour al! the 
Day long. „„ 5 

My Mouth ſhall daily ſpeak of thy Righteeuſ- 
neſs and Salyation, for I know no End thereof. 

O let my Songs be of thee, and let me praiſe 
thy Name, and let my talking be of all thy won- 
drous Works. For, | 

Who can expreſs the noble Acts of the Lord, 
or who can ſhew forth all his Praiſe. 

I will magnify thee O God, my King ; and I 


will praiſe thy Name for ever and ever. 


F 
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O Lord God of Hofts, who is like unto thee ; 
thy Truth moſt mighty Lord is on every fide. - 
Who is like unto the Lord our * God, 
mat hath his Dwelling ſo high: and yet hum- 
bleth himfelt to behold the Things that are in 
Heaven and Earth. 
T by Name is prailed, from the riſing up of the 
Sun unto the going down of the ſame. 
Thou openeſt thine: Hands; and filleſt all 
Things living with Plenteouſneſs. 
And will fulfill the Deſire: of them that fear 
thee, wilt alſs hear their Cry, and will help them. 
For look how high the Heaven is in compa- 
riſon of the Earth; ſo great is his Mercy always 
toward them that feat hs :- > 
O Lord, let all thoſe who ſeek thee, be jayſul 
and glad in thee; and let ſuch as love thy 
Salvation, ſay alway, The Lord he praiſed. 
As for me, I will give unto thee, O Lord, 
great Thanks with my Mouth. 
For thou art my God, and I will thark thee; 
thou art my God, and T will praiſe thee. | 
I will give Thanks unto thy Name, which is 
great, wonderful, and holy. 
Unto thee, 0 God, 5 1 give Thanks, yea 
unto thee do l give Thanks. | 
J will thank thee, O Lord my God, with all 
my Heart, and will praiſe thy Name for eyermore. 
Iwill keep thy Precepts, and refrain my Feet 
from every evil way; that I may perform this 
deligbttul Service; for all thy ways are ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, and all toy Paths are Peace. 
8 A PRAY- 
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for Sunday Evening. 


\ Almighty and Everlaſting God. 
and moſt mercitul Father, who 

art moſt Blaſled in thy own Incom- 
prehenſible Perfections. We adore 
thee, as the Great Creator and Pre- 
ſerver of all Things, and aſcribe unto 
thee, O Lord, the Glory of all thy 
marvellous Works. We admire and 
praiſe thy Name for thy Goodneſs to 
all thy Creatures. Thou diffuſeſt thy 
Bleſſings in ſeveral Streams to every 
one of them according to their Needs. 
Thy Works praiſe thee, O God, and 
we thy humble Creatures ought to. 
bleſs and magnify thy Holy Name, 
whom thou haſt Created to worſhip 
thy Great and Infinite Being, which 
far ſur paſſes the higheſt of all our 


Thoughts. 


And how much more is our par- 


ticular Obligation to thee O Lord 
God, for thy marvellous Love in Chriſt 


Jeſus, whom thou haſt Fent in . 
xe Ut * 


. 4 
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Humility to viſit us, who are hut Duſt | 
and Aſhes to make his Abode among 

us, to teſtify his ineſtimable Love to 
us, to aſſure us of thy good Will, note 
withſtanding our many Offences, and 


to make us exceeding great and pre- 


cious Promiſes, to invite us to approach 
to thee, and to encourage our Obedi- 


ence. We humbly acknowledge our 


InfiniteObligations, that he hath ſealed 
them with his Blood, and. confirmed 
them by his Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
tion, and the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and given us ſo many Oppor- 
tunities to acquaint our ſelves with 
the Truth and Purity of that Reli- 
gion, which comforts us in this State 
of Mortality and Miſery with the Bleſ- 
ſed Hope of Eternal Life. CT 

With Joy and Thankfulneſs we ac- 
| knowledge it, O Lord, as a ſpecial 
_ Teſtimony of thy Love, that thou haſt 
given us the Means and Opportunity 
to keep a Holy Sabbath unto thee, 


do meet in thy Houſe, to offer up our 


Joint Prayers and Thankſgivings with 
[7 „ tu 


thy Holy Congregation, to Confefs our 
Sins, to profeſs our Faith, to lay open 
our Wants, to lift up our Souls in 
Praiſes, in ſinging the ſweet Songs of 
Sion, to hear thy ſacred Word Read 
and Preached, to receive Pious [nſtru- 
ctions, Holy Exhortations, whereby 
our Faith may be ſtrengthened in the 
Myſteries of Salvation, our Hope eſta- 
bliſned in the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
and our Lives ſet forward in a ſtated 
Courſe of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; 
whereby the Kingdom of Sin and Satan 
may be beaten down and deſtroyed, 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt raiſed up 
in us. By this thy Sacred Word the 
It careleſs Sinner fhall be admoniſhed, 
the Ignorant inſtructed, the Preſump- 
tuous terrified, and the Penitent com- 
forted, the Power of Sin abated, and 
the force of Temptations weaken'd, 
the Motions of the Spirit quickened, 
and thy Grace received. | 
O Lord Illununate our Underſtand- 
ings, and ſanctify our Hearts with thy 
Spirit, that it may bring unto our re- 
Y "  membrance 
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inembrance all thofe good and ofeful 
Leſſons, which this Day, or other 
Times have been taught us out of thy 
holy Word, that we may remember 
thy Precepts to keep them, thy 
Judgments to avoid them, and thy 
ſweer Promiſes to rely upon, in Time | 
of Miſery and Diſtreſs. N 
Give us the Aſliſtance of thy Grace 
to keep holy thy Sabbaths here, that 
when this Life ended, we may, 
with all thy Saints and Angels, cele- 
brate an Eternal Sabbath of Joy and 
Praiſe, to the Honour of thy Glotioi 13 
Name in thy HR Kingdom. O 
God, thou art for ever praiſed by all 
the Heavenly Boſt who a never 
weary of thy Service. We thy Crea- 
tures of ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, have 
many times profeſſed it our Happineſs, 
fo join with choſe Heavenly Inhabitants 
in admiring, worſhiping, blefling, and 
Toving thee, the Orcas Lord of all, 
with pure Hearts in Unity of Spirit, 
finrere Friendſhip, and een Ge- 
cord one with another, We have 3 
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fre quently ſpoke of thy Praiſes, and 


a thy Service to be the great- 
| eſt Pleaſure; and one Hour ſpent in 


holy Meditations, devout Affections, 
and chearful Thankſgivings, to be far 
better than all the Time we ſpend in 
other Employments. 

But thous Lord, lookeſt down from. 


= Heaven, and beholdeſt all the Sons of 
Men. Thou art of purer Eyes than to 
behold Evil, and canſt not look on Ini- 
J quity with approbation; with what con- 
fidence then can we, poor ſinful Crea- 
tures come into thy Preſence? 'Tis thy 


. r 1 "— 
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Mercy, O Lord, that encourageth us; 
for who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by 
Tranſgreſſion? Thou retaineſt not 


chine Anger for ever, becauſe thy De- 
light is in Mercy; even towards thoſe 
that are lefs than the leaft of thy 


| Mercies.. 


And ſuch we ſhould acknowledge 


our ſelves: to be, by reafon of our 


Sins, both Original and Actual, we 
are Tranſgreſlors from the Womb; and 
AY we 


1350 4 prqher for a Family. 
we are not able of our ſelves to think 
any Thing that is good. Our Hearts 


are deceitful above all Things: Our! 
Wills make us Servarts to Sin, ard 


ue are Inſtruments of Unrighte uf efs, 
We do not as we ought, O Lord, re- 
gard thy Works. nor cor fiver the O. 


peration of thy Hands. We tco often 


draw nigh unto thee with our Muutls, 
when eur Hearts are far jrom thce. 


We have not feared as we orgbt the! 


Threats ef thy Law, nor valued as 
we ſhovld the fweet tencers of Crace 
and thy Goſpel, in eſteemirg thy pre- 
cious Promiſes as the Joy cf our Hearts, 
Our Sirs we have net been {: ficiert. 
ly humbled for, our Repentar ce ſel- 

om or never hath been in propar- 
tion to the multitude or greatreſs of 
our miſcarriages, but we have too of- 
ten tempted, prieved, and querehed 
thy holy Spirit, whereby we ſhould 
be ſcaled to the Day of Redemption, 
If thou Lord, ſhouldſt be extream to 
mark what is dene aniiſs, who way 


a bide it! But there is Mercy and 
3 wh For- 
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Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou may'ſt 


be feared. Thou knowed our Frame, 


and confidereſt bar we are but Duſt, : 


O God think upon thy Servants, 
wherein thou haſt cauſed us to truſi 
in thy Word; heal our Backſlidings, 
and love us freely. Though the wa- 
ges of Sin be Death, yet this is our 
exceeding Comfort, that the Gift of 
God is Eternal Life, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, Grant therefore O 


Lord God, that we may be juſtified 
freely by thy G Grace; throuzh the Re- 


demption that is by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


according to the multitude of thy ten- 
der Mercies, blot out our Tranſgreſ- 
ions; waſh us throughly from our 
8 and cleanſe us from our 
ins. 

89 ſanctify us, that Sin may not reign 


Tour Mortal Bodies; that we may not 


walk according to the courſe of this 
World, fulfilling the Deſires of the 
Fleth. Give us a new Heart, and put 
new . into us. Grant us ac- 
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cording to the Riches of thy Grace, 


that we may be ſtrengthened with 


Might by thy Spirit in the inward 
Man. Lead us into the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, har in ſimplicity and 
godly Sincerity we may have our 
Converſation in the World; denying 
all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſt, we 
may live according 70 thy Command- 
ments, Soberly, Righteouſly, and God- 


Iy, in this preſent Life, holding Faith 


and a good Conſcience, patiently con- 
finuing in well doing, without wearl- 


| nels, knowing that in due Time we 
tſhall reap, if we faint not. 


And as we have been taught, ex- 
hoveed: and encouraged zhis Day, out 
of thy holy Word, and publickly ac- 
knowledged our Obligations unto thee, 


and made profeſſion of our ſincere 


Love, and Gratitude, and Dutiful- 
nels r thy Divine Majeſty; ſo help 
us all the Week following openly to 
teftify the Truth and Sincerity of our 
Hearts, by a blameleſs Converſation, 
in all Momility, Mecknels, Temper- 
= ance | 
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ance, Righteouſneſs, Charity and Peace 
with all thoſe that call upon thy Name 


cout of a pure Heart. And help us 


we beſeech thee to be meek and gentle 
in our Converſation, prudent and diſ- 
creet in our Affairs, good and uſeful 


in cvery Relation. Comfort and ſup. 
port che Sick, the Needy, and all o- 


ther diſtreſſed Perſons.” And as we 
pray unto thee for all theſe thy ma. 
nifold Bleſſings, ſo we defire to praiſe. 
and bleſs hy hn, for Creating us, 
and Redeeming us, by the Death of 
thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, in calling 


vs to the Knowledge of thy Bleſſed | 


Word, and keeping us in thy holy 


Church. Bleſſed be thy holy Name, 
| for inſpiring us with Righteous 
| Thoughts, exciting in us devout Affe- 


ions, and godly Reſolutions, filling 
us with Divine Joys, and with com- 
fortable Ex pectations of that Glory 
that ſhall be reveal'd. 


O Lord God, thou Brightneſs of } 
Eternity, by whoſe Providence both 


the Day and Night were Created and 


 Governed, and who haſt made the 


8 Out- 
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Oatzoings of the Morniag and Even- 
ing, to praiis thee, mercifally vouch- 
ſafe to let the Light of thy Counte- 
nance ſhine upon us with the Hleſled 
Beams of thy G0 ſneſs and Mercy, 
that neither the Prince of Dau kneſs 
might have any Power over us, 
nor the Works of Darkneſs over- 
whelm us, that by thy holy Prote- 
ction we iniy be defer. ded from all 
the Perils and Dangers of this Night, 
beſ-echins thee O God, into whole 
Bleſſed Hands we commend our ſelves, 
that as thou ſeeſt that we have no 
Power of our own, to help our ſelves, 
Keep vs both outwardly in onr Bo- 
dies, and inwardly in our Souls, that 
we may be defended from all Adver- 
fitles which may happen to the One, 
_ fron all evil Thoughts which 

may allault and hurt the other, for 
the ſake of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whoia with thee O God 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed as is 
moſt due, all 0 Glory, Honour, Praiſe, 

Might, Najeſty. and Thaokſgiving, | 
ROW and evermore. | 
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4 PRIVATE PRAYER 
for Sunday Evening. 


1 Moſt great and Mighty Lord, 
() the Fountain of all. Gocd, the 
Father of Mercies and the God of all 
Comfort. How precious are thy 
Theughts towards me. How great is 
the ſum of them. Thou feedeſt me 

ia thy Houſe. Thou letteſt me taſte 

the Bread of Life which came down 

from Heaven, and thou giveſt me leave 

to come into thy Preſence, to make 

known my Requeſts unto thee by 

Prayer and Supplication with Thark(- 

giving. I here proſtrate my ſelf be- 

fore thee this Evening, to ackn- 

owledge thy Goodneſs in making us 

ſuch excellent Creatures, capable to 

Now thee, and acknowledge thee, and 

love thee ; and by being made like 

_ thee, to be eternally happy with 
thee. 8 

But O moſt Gracious God, I wretch- 

ed Sinner do beſecch thee 0 leck 

upon me with the Eyes of thy Mer- —- 
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ey, I am aſhamed to lift up mine | 
Eyes to Heaven, knowing how priev- 
9 1 have tranſgreſſed thy Com- 
mandments and Righteous Laus. How 
often have mine Eyes taken Pleaſure 
to behold Vanity. mine Ears to hear 
impure Speeches, my Tongue in ſpeak. 
ing Evil, mine Hands in impurity, that 
1 am aſhamed to lift them up unto 
thee, my Feet have carried me after 
mine own ways; my Underſtanding 
and Reaſoninz, which are ſo ready in 
Earthly Matters, are blind and back- 
ward when 1 come to meditate or 
Diſcourſe of Spiritual and Heavenly 
Things, my Memory which ſhould be 
the Treaſury of all Goodneſs, is not 
fo ready to remember the Things that 
concern my Everlaſting Happineſs 
as thoſe that ſerve to pleafe uy ſen- 
ſual Inclinations. _ 
Tea, this preſent. Day, which 7 
haſt ſtrictly commanded: to be kept 
holy, to thy Praiſe and Worſhip; I 
have not fo religiouſly kept and ob. 
ſerved 
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ler ved; nor prepared my Soul in that 
Holineſs and Chaſtity of Heart as I 
ought to meet thy Bleſſed Majeſty in 
the Holy Aſſembly of thy Church. I 
have not attended to the Preaching 
of thy Word, nor to the Adminiſtra- 
tion of thy Sacraments, with that 
Humility, Reverence and Devotion 
hat I ſhould: For though 1 have 
been preſent at thoſe holy Excerciſes 
in my Body, yet my Mind was ſo of- 
ten carried away with vain and world- 
iy Thoughts, that my Soul feem'd ma- 
ny Times to be abſent, and out of 
thy Holy Sapctuary. I have not fo 
duly as I ſhould meditated with my 
felf upon thoſe good Inſtructions which 
| I have heard and received out of thy 
holy Word by the Publick Miniſtry : 
by laying it up in wy Heart eſteem- 
ing it more than the greateſt Trea- 
ture of this World: For default where- 
of, Satan hath ſtolen the greateſt Part 
of theſe Inſtructions out of my Heart, 
and I wretched Creature have for- 
Rotten 


bs 
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gotten them, as though they had ne- 
J 

(Thoſe who are under my Care 
do not improve in ſpiritual Know- 
ledge and Sanctification as they ſhould); 
Though I know where many of m 
poor Brethren live in want and nece{- 


fity, and ſome in Pain and Comfortleſs; 


vet I have not remembred to relieve 
the one, nor the other with Conſola. 


tions: but I have feafted my ſelf, and 


ſatisfied my own Luſts, and have ſpent 
the moſt Part of the Day in idle Con- 
verſation, &e) . 
And for (all) theſe my Sins, my Con- 
ſcience cries guilty, thy Law condemns 
me, and I am in thy hand to receive 
the Sentence due to the willful Breach 
of ſo holy a Commandment, but not- 
withſtanding I am by thy Law con- 
_ demned; Yet Lord, thy Goſpel aſſures 
me, that thy Mercy is above all thy 


£ 


Works; that thy Grace tranſcends thy 


'Law; and thy Goodneſs delighteth 
there to reign where Sins do.abound 
In the multitude of thy Mercies, - 
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for the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt my Savi- 


our, Ibeſeech thee O Lord, (who de- 


ſp iſeſt not the ſighing of a contrite 
fi nor deſireſt not the Death of x 
Sinner) to pardon and forgive me all 
theſe my Sins, and all the Errors of this 
Day, and of my whole Life, and free 
my Soul from that Judgwent which 
is due unto me for them. Pardon my 
Sins, O Lord, O ſpare me, and receive 


me jato thy Favour again, and dea! 
not with me after my Merits, but ac- 


cording to thy great Mercy do away 
mine Olfences. 

I give thee moſt humble Thanks, for 
that thou haſt vouchſafed to call me 
to the Knowledge of thy Grace and 
Faith in thee. Encreafe this Knowledge 
and confirm this Faith evermore. 
Give me the Comfort of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, and multiply upon me thy manifold 
Gifrs of Grace, the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Ceun- 
ſel and Ghoſtly Strength, the Spirit of 
Knowledge my true Godlineſs; — fill 


me, O Lord, with the __ of thy Holy 
Fear 
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Fear. Make me a wiſer Steward thaw | 


LY 


I 


| Graces. Chaſe away all worldly Af. 


fections, and overawe my Spirits with 
a Senſe of thy Divine Preſence. * - 
Accept, I molt humbly beſeech 
thee, of my poor Tribute of Praiſe I 
and Thankſgivings for all thy Benefits; 
together with the hearty Oblation of 
Soul and Body, which I here Dedicate 
to thy Service: I praiſe thee, O God, 
I acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
i give thee the Glory that is due unto 
thy Name, and with hearty Love offer 
up my ſelf entirely unto thee, wheſe 
we are, and for whom we were made. 
O let not therefore my Foctſteps err 
from the Path of thy Commandments; 
but let my Delight be in walking after 


* - 


the Precepts of thy Law. 


_ Othat thy ways were known upon 
Earth, thy ſaving health among all Na- 
tions. Bleſs our Sovereign, and all that 
are. Employed under him, with all thoſe 


Graces which are neceſſary for the 


right 
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forth in thy Sight as Incenſe, and let 
the lifting up of my hands be an 
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right Diſcharge of their Duties in thei 
ſeveral Places and Truſts. Proſper al! 


their Pious Endeavours, that true Re- 


ligion and Vertue enereafing, and all 


Ungodlineſs and Vice being pat to 


ſhuns: We may become a Renowned 
Nation, and a Praiſe in the Earth. 
I commend to thee aifo, O Father of 
Mercies, all thoſe who are in a Di- 
ſtreſled and forrowful Condition, eaf- 
neſtly deſiring their feafonable Relief 
and Comfort, with their Releaſe from 
thoſe Troubles when thou feeft beſt. 
O God the Strength of all them 
that put their Truft in thee ; Mere 


fully accept theſe my humble Supplt- 


cations and Prayers: Let them be ſet 


Evening Sacrifice. O thou that Dwel- 


leſt in the Higheſt Heaven! This, moſt 


Mighty Lord is thy Throne, and the 
Earth thy Footffool, all theſe have 
thine Hand made, but to the Man 


thou wilt look, even to him, that is 
poor and of a contrite Spirit, and 
trembleth at thy Word, 


Q. 
+ 


. © Iu A Js N a 
* : "2. 65 $6453 * 
i 4 5 3 : * 
* 
4 


* * 


_— | SE N 10 | | 
Fro #& { r1rVarte Frayer, ac; © 
| 2 9 : ; LS: : tips 
Ay N > n 2 * - ; 4 4 r * 7 p - e * 


1.40 moſt Graeious Lord, keep me 


formity to thy Will, and fo to employ 
= every Minute of that Time thou ſhalt 
allow me, that when the Pleaſures of 
Sin preſent themſelves to entice me, 
make me to remember how bitter the 
will be at the laſt. 5 
Aid me O my God with thy Grace, 
in my Thoughts, Words, and Actions, 
to ſet always before thee, what I think 
will be acceptable, to watch againſt 
every Thing that is impure, and would 
be offenſive to thy holy Sight. | 
I commend into thy Bleſſed Hands, 
my ſelf, my Soul, and Body, beſeech- 
ing that under the Shadow of thy 
Wings may be my ſole Refuge, for the 
Cake of my Bleſſed Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom with thee, and thy Holy i- 
rit, be all Glory, Honour and Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion. now 
and evermore. Amen. 5 
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I beſeech thee in a conſtant Con- 


